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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE materials upon which the fol- 
. Towing Pamphlet is formed, were de- 
rived from the beſt and moſt inconteſtible 
authorities. The Author had acceſs to ori- 
ginal papers, accurate eſtimates, and authen- 
tic diſpatches. He has alſo availed himſelf 
of the records of both Houſes of Parliament; 
and he has made it his buſineſs to examine, 
with attention, ſuch printed tracts as might 
contribute to throw any light on the ſubject. 
Upon the whole, more labour and time have 
been employed on this ſhort diſquiſition, 
than are generally beſtowed upon fugitive 
Publications of the ſame kind. The deſign 
of the Writer has been to extricate the con- 
teſt now ſubſiſting between Great-Britain 
and her Colonies, from the errors of the ig- 
norant, and the miſrepreſentations of de- 
ſigning men. As he has rigidly adhered to 
truth throughout, and to ſuch arguments as 
naturally ariſe from undoubted facts, he 
truſts he has attained his object. | 


Since the Pamphlet was firſt publiſhed, 
ſome perſons, eminent for their knowledge 
'in the affairs and intereſts of Great-Britain 
and America, have communicated, through 


the 
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the hands of the Bookſeller, ſeveral im- 
portant facts to the Author. Theſe were 
8 delivered, after the fourth Edition 
en ſent to Preſs. To do more juſtice 
to the argument, as well as to ſhew his gra- 
titude to his unknown friends, the Writer has 
been induced to reviſe, with attention, the 
whole ſubject. The communications of 
others have ſuggeſted ſome new facts to 
himſelf; and he, therefore, hopes, that he 
has rendered this Edition leſs unworthy, 
than any of the 1 of the attention 
of the Public. | 
Dr. Price has cd in a late Edition 
of his Pamphlet, the errors ſuggeſted in the 
REFUTATI1ON, yet he ſtill adheres to his con- 
clufions. This circumſtance has induced the 
Author to take ſome further notice of the 
Doctor's State of the National Debt, and to 


" ſhewits fallacy on new grounds. His enter- 
ing more deeply into that ſubject will depend 


on his Opponents. But it is to be ſuppoſed 
their declining credit will teach ! more 
diſcretion. 
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JT T HEN Independent States take vp arms, 
| they endeavour to impreſs the World 
a with a favourable opinion of their own 
cauſe, and to lay the blame of hoſtilities on the 
injuſtice of their Opponents. But if Nations, ac- 
countable to none for their conduct, deem it ne- 
ceſſary to reconcile others to their proceedings, the 
neceſſity is ſtill more urgent with regard to thoſe 
who, breaking through every political duty, draw 
their. ſwords againſt the State of which they own 
theinſelves the Subjects. The opinions of man- 
kind are invariably oppoſed to ſuch men. Their 
aſſe. tions are heard with diſtruſt, their arguments 

weighed 


1 2 } 
weighed with caution ; and, therefore, it is as ne- 


ceſſary for THEM to adhere to truth, in the former, 


as it is prudent to avoid ſophiſtry in the latter. 


This conſideration, however obvious it may ap- 
pear to others, ſeems to have totally eſcaped the 
attention of the body of men who lately ſat at 
Philadelphia under the name of The General 
American Congreſs.” In a paper publiſhed un- 
der the title of. A DzcLaraTtion by the Re- 
e preſentatives of the United Colonies of North 
« Americe”*, the facts are either wilfully or igno- 
rantly miſrepreſented; and the arguments deduced 
from premiſes that have no foundation in truth. 
Bur, as whatever falls from men who call them- 
ſelves the Repreſentatives of a People, muſt fall 
with ſome degree of weight on the minds of the 
undiſcerning part of mankind, it becomes, in fome 
meaſure, neceſſary to examine briefly the reaſons 
held forth by the Congreſs to juſtify the rebellion 
of their Conſtituents. On a ſubject fo trite, ar- 
guments advanced by other Writers may ſometimes 
recur z but novelty is leſs the obje& of this part 
of the diſquiſition, than perſpicuity and preciſion, 


The Declaration of the Congreſs begins with 
an involved period, which either contains no 
meaning, or a meaning not founded on the prin- 


—_ 


* Vade Appendix. 


ciples 
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ciples of reaſon. They ſeem to infinuate, that no 


body of men, in any Empire, can exerciſe * an 
* unbounded authority over others;” an opinion 
contrary to fact under every form of Government. 
No maxim in policy is more univerſally admitted, 
than that a ſupreme and uncontroulable power 


muſt exiſt ſomewhere in every State. This ultimate 
power, though juſtly dreaded and reprobated in th 


perſon of owe Man, is the firſt ſpring in every 
Political Society. The great difference, between 
the degrees of freedom in various Governments, 
conſiſts merely in the manner of placing this ne- 
ceſſary diſcretionary power. In the Britiſh Em- 
pire it is veſted, where it is moſt ſafe, in King, 
Lords, and Commons, under the collective ap- 
pellation of the Legiſlature. The Legiſlature is 
another name for the Conſtitution of the State; 
and; in fact, the State itſelf, The Americans ſtill 
own themſelves the ſubjects of the State; but if 
they refuſe obedience to the laws of the Legiſ- 


lature, they play upon words, and ure no longer 


Subjects, but Rebels. In vain have they affirmed 


that they are the Subjects of the King's preroga- 


tive, and not his Subjects in his legiſlative qua- 


lity; as. the King, with regard to his Subjects in 
general, is to be conſidered only in lus executive 
capacity as the great hereditary Nſagiſtrate, who 


carries into effect the laws of the Legiſlature, the 
| B2 only 


r 
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only diſcretionary and uncontroulable power in a 
free State. 


be diſcretionary and uncontroulable authority 


of the Britiſh Legiſlature being granted, their 
right to tax all the Subjects of the Britiſh Empire 


can never be denied. Some ill- informed reaſoners 
in politics have lately ſtarted an obſolete maxim, 


which has been ſeized with avidity by the Ame- 
ricans, That * the Supreme Power cannot take 
* from any one any part of his property without 
<* his conſent ;” or in other words, That Repreſen- 
tation is inſeparable from Taxation. . The Colo- 
niſts, ſay they, have no Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, and therefore Parliament has no right to 
tax the Coloniſts. Upon this principle, ſcarce one 
in twenty-five of the people of Great-Britain is re- 
preſented. Out of more than ſeven millions, fewer 
than three hundred thouſand have an excluſive 
right to chuſe Members of Parliament, and, there- 


fore, more than three times the number of the 
Americans have an equal right with them to diſ- 


pute the authority of the Legiſlature to ſubje& 
them to taxes, The truth is, Repreſentation 
never accompanied Taxation in any State. The 
Romans were a free nation ; yet the Senate, that 
is, the great body of the Nobility, poſſeſſed the ſole 
right of taxing the peaple. In this kingdom, the 

: 5 Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons have an excluſive right of mo- 
difying and regulating the quantity of publicſup- 
_ plies, and the manner of laying taxes They decide 
upon what the Legiſlature ought to receive for the 
ſupport of the State: but the Commons, by their 
ovn authority, cannot enforce the raiſing the ſup- 
plies they vote. That privilege is inherent in the 
ſupreme and uvnaccountable power veſted in the 
three branches of the Legiſlature united; who are 
in fact the State, as the virtual Repreſentatives 
of the whole Empire, and not the delegates of in- 
dividuals. Wi 


If repreſentation is virtual in Great- Britain, 
why then is it not virtual in the Colonies ? 
The people of the four Northern Provinces, : 
though they deny the fact in words, own it 
in their conduct. Near one third of the Corpora- 
tions in New- England chuſe no Repreſentatives to 
ſave the expence of paying their Deputies. I hey, 
however, own the right of their Aſſemblies to im- 
poſe taxes, and to make laws to bind the whole 
community, as the Repreſentatives of the whole 
Colony, The truth is, Repreſentation has no more - 

to do with the right of Taxati6n, than with every 
other right exerciſed by the Supreme and Super- 
intending Power. It is interwoven with the very 
eſſence of the Legiſlative Power; and is exerted, 
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by that Power, ne eee 
* | 


Why it 1 e ſo . received as a 
maxim, in this country, That Taxation and 
\ Repreſentation are inſeparable, requires to be fur. 
ther explained. Men little acquainted with the 


Conſtitution, derived the opinion from their find- | 


ing, that it is the indiſputable right of the Com- 
mons, that all grants of ſubſidies” and parlia- 
mentary aids ſhould: originate in their Houſe, But 
though they firſt beſtow thoſe ſubſidies and aids, 


their grants, as has been already obſerved, have no 


effe& without the aſſent of the other two branches 


of the Legiſlature. The common reaſon given for 


this excluſive privilege is, That as the ſupplies 
are raiſed upon the body of the people, the people 
only ought to have the right of taxing themſelves. 


This argument would have been concluſive, if the 


Commons taxed none but thoſe by whole ſuffrages 
they obtained: their ſeats in Parliament. But it 
has appeared, that more than ſeven millions of 
people, beſides the Peers, who are in poſſeſſion of 
ſo large a ſhare of property in the kingdom, have 
no voice in the election of the Members who fit in 


the Lower Houſe. The Commons, therefore, 


and their Conſtituents not being the ny perſons 


\ taxed, the former cannot poſſibly have the on 
right 


- 


0 
1 

| right of raiſing and modelling the ſupply, from 

the mere circumſtance of Repreſentation, But if 
they have it not from Repreſentation, they muſt 
in fa& derive it from the ſupreme and diſcretionary, 
power, which is repoſed in them, in conjun&ion 
with the two other branches of the Legiſlature. Ic 
appears, upon the whole, that Taxation is the 
reſult of the diſcretionary power which is plated 
in the hands of the Legiſlature, and exerted by 
them for the neceſſary ſupport of the State. To 
this power the whole Empire muſt ſubmit, and 
conſequently no one of its ſubjects can claim any 
exemption. 9 5 


The Counties Palatine of Cheſter, Durham, 
and Lancaſter, were anciently in the ſame predica- 
ment with the Americans, on the article of Taxa- 
tion. The Earl- of Cheſter and the Biſhop of 
Durham became, by preſcription and immemorial 
cuſtom, poſſeſſed of a kind of regal juriſdiction 
within their reſpective territories, A ſimilar form 
of Government was eſtabliſhed by King Edward 
III. in the County of Lancaſter, which was 
created by that Prince in favour of Henry Planta- 
genet; whoſe heireſs carried the ſame rights and 
privileges to John of Gant and his poſterity. But 
though the $UBORDINATE SOVEREIGNS of theſe 


Counties could pardon treaſons, murders and felo- 
nies z 


8 1 
nies; though they appointed all-Judges/nominated 
all Juftices' of the Peace; though an writs and 
indicments ran in theit names, às in Other counties 
in thit of the King; BUN AUR were Rid 
to bes done again inſt kuk peace, Ack nor, as in 
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other places, contra pacem  Domint Re is) ; though, * 


Hort, they poſſeſſed exclulively' the Whole ir nter- 
na} Government of” at {ſeveral Counties ; their 
iid it T9! 


SUBJECTS "if the expreſſion may be uſed) were 
always bound by the Acts and Stitates?'®'of 


* Aſffembly, i in when they had ti Repreſenta- 


N They were alſo “ liable” to all paytnents, 
rates, and ſubſidies, granted = the mann 


4 « of it ngland” +. n 

n b, Neef be 
Those Conte; as Silt be Lolli ke the 
Americans, conſidered their deing excluded from 
| haying Son cod in an Aſſembly by which 
they were taxed, a grievance. Accordingly, 
the Town and County of Cheſter, as far back 
as the thirty- fifth of Henry VIII. petitioned 
the Legiſlature for the privilege of ſending 
Members to Parliament; and their requeſt was 
0 wy. an Ken Statute es The "ny 
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Vid: Plomden Arte- Duchy of Lancaſter, p. 215. Statutes 
at Large, 34 and 35 of Henry VIII. c. 13. 
+ Ibid. 25 of Charles IIb. 9. n 


N and 35 of Henry VIII. c. 13. 


and 
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and City of Durham made A. \Grailar application, 
and with the ſame ſucceſs, in the twenty- fifth of 
Charles II“. Had the Americans, inſtead of bring 
to arms, ſubmitted the ſame ſuppoſed grievance, 
in a, peaceable and dutiful manner, to the Le- 
giſlature, I can perceive, no reaſon why their rer 
queſt ſhould be refuſed. Had they, like the County 
and City of Cheſter, repreſented, that * for lack of. 
6 Knights and Burgeſſes to repreſent them in the 
6 High Court of Parliament, they, had been often ten 
times TOUCHED and ORIEVED vith Acts an, 
6 Statutes made within the ſaid Courr, derogato 
eto their moſt ancient juriſdi&ions, liberties 3 
6 privileges, and; prejudicial to their quꝭetneſz, reſt 
and peace;” this Country would, | am perſuaded, 
have no objection to their being ee in her 
. ui 914% 990, Sue Hiro (d 
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** 7 Colonjes, though. that Ce is 
als inſinuated in the Declaration, have uniformly 
affirmed, that -granting the ſupremacy of Fatlia- 
ment ſhould extend over the whole Empire, yet 
that they themſelves have a right to exemption 
from Taxes, either by the conceſſions of the Le- 
ae or 0 charters from * Gd It Wo 
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incompatible with reaſon, fay they; that the Colo» 
nies ſhould have internal Legiſtzrores of rheir own, 


poſſeſſing the aurhofity of taxation, and that, not- 
9 che Britiſh Patliament ſhould retain 


n power of laying ithpoſts. | The firſt of theſe 
aſſertions is not founde unded in truth. The Charters 
ither give nor can give any eeimption fromm 
Texts n“ be abettors of American reſiſtance 
draw an en, in favour of the Charters of 


other” Colontes, Nom in expremon in THAT 


Sed in 1686, W Peridſylvania, The purport 


"thewords ia, that the inllabitants of that Fro- 
ce odd phy = heir propottion of fuch raxes 
0 wele then Hit” or mould thererftor be hid 
Seh America, by the Parliament of England.“ 


Tais exception was introduced merely to exprefs 


what would have been otherwiſe implied; Fhat 
the King only meant to grant, what he had a 


power to Brant, "an exemption from any demands 


of his dn. Tue truth is, Hough the King may 
give'awly, by Charter a right that militates againſt 


Rimſelf, av hertdltary Chief Magiſtrate, he cannot 


torhortze, by any deed: Whatever, an exemption 


from the general lux of the State. In fuch a caſe, 
br of the" Tarts branches of the Legiſlature 
- would. uſurp the power. of the THREE UNITED; a 


ſoleciſin as great in polity, as as it is in mathematicks 
to. n. that # part is greater chan the whole. 


L 


1 may be neceflary, perhaps, to make an apology 
Gn entering ſo minutely into the argument in fa- 
vour of the right of Taxation. The Amencags 
themſelves have deſerted that ground. They {peak 
no longer as ſubjects. They aſſume the language 
of rivals, and they act as enemies. The queſtion | 
between them and Great Britain (for it is no longer 
between them and Government) conſiſts of: de- 
pendenoe or independence, connection or no con- 
nection, except on the footing af a Sovereign State. 
They have already arrogated to themſelves all 
the functions of Sovereignty. They have formed 
a great deliberative Council. They have taken tha 
whole executive power into their own hands. Hy 
have ſtruck a new currency, raiſed armies, ap- | 
— Pointed generals; and that they have not choſen 
ANOTHER SoyEREION, mult be aſcribed more to 
their Republican principles, than to N e 
kn 8 * der n e 24 Nů 7 


In this ſituation of ars 1 opinions, it is | 
matter of little ſarprize, that men who deny the 
authority of the State, ſhould load the Legiſlature 
with opprobrjous epithets, The Congreſs accord. 
ingly ſtigmatize Parliament with various charges 


of tyranny, violence, and oppreſſion. Faſſing from 
this ſtrain of general ſcurrility, they enter into 
warm encom son the anceſtors of their Conſti- 

C2 tuents. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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© events. But they now deviate'ad much from truth 
ia theirapplauſe;! as they bud done before in their 
ele. They Ale: hät the" inceſtors af che 
Coloniſts obtained the lands which they have tranſ- 
mitted to the preſetit race, without any charge 
to the country from which they removed.“ Their 
very enemies could not wiſh to meet chem on 
- more advantageous ground. The ſums expended 
upon the various Provinces, ſince their firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment, for their ordinary ſupport; government, 
and protection, have been ſo enormous, that with- 
out the authority of eee! they 
could worgond won credit F, 0 dee be 


Bout, even granting i that the Coloniſts had gbtain- | 
ed their lands without any charge to the Mother- - . 
country, were they capable « of keeping thoſe lands 


® An Account of what Sums haue been gronted 10 the different 
Provinces in North America, gs foros, as it appears from the 
Eſtimates for the ſupport of the Civil Government of each 
rovince ; and alſo what Sums have been granted for the 
Support of | the Provincial Forces in North America. 


ehen e L. 6! 5 
New York Forces r 339,05 26 8 
Carolina in general 4304 9. 10k 


Georgia ſettling, and String that Provines 30853 4 6 


—— Military Expence of _ — 130,056 18 4% 
South Carolina Force: - 101,524 5 6 
Nova Scotia Civil Government i= 133584240 1 7 6} 
Eaſt Florida Civil Government — 39,350 

Weſt Florida Civil Government ee 22 324 1 G s 


merica in general forces Tx - 172,999 . 
ker wk e e rh * hs. 1,316,811 19 


141 p x. 7 * . 75 33 23 


hs | "of 7 


3.835. 5.90% 7 44 
without 
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| without her aſſiſtance ? Was it not to defend the 
Americans, that Great · Britain involved herſelf in 
the laſt expenſive war? Did not thoſe very. United 
5 Provinces,” Who nom pretend to ſet the power 
of this Kingdom at deflance, lay themſelves in 
the duſt at her feet, to claim her aid and protec- 
tion againſt a 51 Colony ?, Vid they not gm - 

plain in the ſame abject terms with the Britons of 
old, That the Barbarians drove. them, into 
dhe ſea, and dhe the ſeadraye them bort on che 
5 Barbarians ? Did n a 
Guardian Angel, ſtretch. forth her hand to their 

aid; and, by expelling their enęmies from the 
Continent of America, reſcue them, not only from 
danger, but the very fear of danger? Did ſhetnor, 
over and above the many millions ſhe expended 
upon the fleets and armies employed iu defence 
of the Colonies, advance more than Out MiLLioN 
to pay THEIR on native forces, employed in 
urin 0 ew. Couſe+?.. ag pin 
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+GRANTS in PARLIAMENT fer .  Encourag 
and Indemnification to the Provinces in North America for their 


Strvites and Expences a the le Mar. ADE! ne 
Pate of Votes, | | ([. „ 4 


3 TY 18 7 ' 24 Aru. LE 


7 Feb. Kot a free Gift and Renew the OI 017 
Ho: Colonies of New-England; Mews: ori! 3}, 
ute: and Jerſey, for their "paitſers- + 1 
, and” as an encouragement tio 
_ them to continue to exert themſelves 
with Vigour, &c. RT - 11 5,000 == 7 
or 


. Sr 0:9 
Did not the Mother:country, with more than a 
mother's tondnels, upon all occaſions nouriſh, che- 


Date of Votes, = | L. A ht | 
— — Brought over 415,000 - 
19 May, For the uſe and relief of the Province? 

1757. of North and South Carolina ang 5 
Virginia, in recompence for ſervices 0 : 

0 performed and to be performed with | 
the approbation of & . 7 


in Chief in America, — -- - £0 — 
3 June, To reimburſe the Province of Maſſa- a 034 
1758. chuſet's Bay their expences in fur- 
| niſhing provifiong, and ſtores to 
troops raiſed by them in 1756, 
| C. 27,380 ug 11h 
To reimburſe the | 
Province of Con- 
| une mor EX | - Ted. }- FIT RF 6 
nces tor ditto, 13.7 1 15117 1 
30 April, As A competent as bs refpbiiive!? 2 7 7 F 
1759 .  Colonigg, in North America for the 
ex levying, cloathing and pay 
of the troops raiſed. by them, &c. 200, 00 
31 Mar. Ditto, * - * — 200,000 — — 


1760, 
I To the Colony of New York to reim- 
burſe their expences in furniſhing 
proviſtons and ſtores to the troops 
raiſed by them in 175 = 
20 Ian. As a compenſation to the reſpective 
1761. Colonies in North America, for the 
expence of levying, cloathing, and 
pay of the troops raiſed by them, &c. 200,000 — — . 

26 Jan, Ditto. 133,333 68. 
1702. R IIS, TK 
15 Mar. Ditto, ene - n 6 8 

1763. 22 

22 Apr. To reimburſe the Province of New _ 

1770. Hampſhire theit expences in furniſh- 
ing proviſions and ſtores to the troops 

raiſed by them for the Campaign in 
Cn; ©. IO OE "3:2 


$750 - = de 
1,081,771 11 97 


riſh, 


1 


» 


2,977 7.8 
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Ak; and this prodigat child, that leſt the 
bote of his parent, © to feed on huſks with the 
« ſwine of the deſart?ꝰ Has ſhe not (to ſum up 
the whole in one point of view) uniformly pro- 
tected the Colonies in war, encouraged'rheir pro- 
dure with bounties in time of peace 1, 
into all their quarrels wich their neighbours, made 
their enemies her own; and for their ſake, has 
the not, in ſome degree, ſubjected herſelf to an 
annual tribute to Indian ſavages, in whom habitual 
injuries had raiſed an irreconcileable hatred to their 
oppreſſors? Did ſhe not, too fatally, relinquiſh 
great advantages on every other ſide of a ſucceſsful 
war, to eradicate the very ſeeds of future conteſts 
in America; and, by giving the Colonies unlimited 
ſecurity from ApRoaD, procure ſor them that pro- 
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1 An Haun, of Bountics on Amerigan Commodities. 
Lo * 4. 4 


Bounty: on Indico ſrom 1749 to 775 paid by 
Great Britain — 


022 
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— at © How, which has encouraged them, like 


parricides, to raiſe the dagger againſt 57 own | 
' breaſt ? 


The Congreſs, in the next paragraph of their De- 
claration, affect to reprobate the laſt Peace, though 
they have derived ſo many and ſo great advantages 
from that treaty. This country ought alſo to re- 
gret the ſtipulations which ſhe made, contrary, as 
it appears, to her own intereſt, for the advantage 
and ſecurity of America. To the ceſſion of Cana- 
da and the extenſive tract of fertile land to the 
ſouthward of that Province, Great Britain is indebt- 
ed for thoſe annual emigrations, which deprive 
her of many inhabitants. It is not the Iriſh and 
Scots only, that have found their way to the Weſt- 
ward. The rage of emigration hath alſo extended 
itſelf to England ; and, within theſe two years, more 
than one veſſel has failed with emigrants from 
\ Yorkſhire, Should then the Colonies continue to 
enjoy the protection of the Mother Country, with- 
out contributing cheir quota toward her expences, 
why ſhould we be ſurprized, if a majority of farmers 
ſhould exchange lands for which they pay rent in 
Great Britain and Ireland, for frecholds on the 
banks of the Ohio? The ſoil and climate are unex- 
ceptionable; and this kingdom, at the expence of 
SEVENTY millions, and the lives of many thouſands 
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her, brayeſt ſoldiers, hag removed every appre- 
Neto of the French and Indians. 
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330 Bur, 00 the other hand, had Canada remained 
| int e hands of the F rench,rhe Colonies would have 
remained « dotiful! ſubjects. Their fears for them- 
ſelves, in in that caſe, would baye ſupplied the place | 
of their pretended. affeftion for this Nation. They 
would have ſpoken | more ſparingly of thelr o own 


- 


aid. Their forme ein, of 0 0 them- 
ſelves would hav always recurred” to their minds, 
as boat as the objects of their former terror "ſhould 
continve { fo near their borders. | But their habitual 
fears from F rafice were, it leems, removed only to 
give. room to their ingratitude to GrearsBritain, 


8 
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The Aten With which the Congreſs repro- 
| bate the late Peace, 1s ſcarcely equal to their folly 
in a the Miniſter who had carried on the 

With peculiar inconſiſtency they affect to 
commence an ra of && Poblic Rain,” from Mr. 
Pitt's reſignation is in 1761; ; yer the whole * object 
of t their wiſhes” i is to be placed on the ſame foor- 
ing as in the year 1563. They do not recollect, 

or rather they pretend to forget, that the moſt 

; Wend actions in the war happened aftet Mr. 
5 Pitt retired( from his office. They are ignorant, or 
a * deſignedly 


TEM 

deſignedly conceal, that the commerce of this 
kingdom has amazingly encreaſed, and, in conſe- 
quence, its revenue, ſince the æra from which 
they date public ruin. They know, or they ought, 
from their own experience, to know, that not- 
withſtanding their ſhutting their ports againſt 
our manufactures, permanent and profitable 
ſources of commerce have been opened in other 
quarters; that inſtead of being diſtreſſed by their 
| preſent interruption to trade, our Merchants find 
themſelves incapable of fulfilling their commiſſions 
from foreign ſtates ; that as the ſureſt teſt of 
the flouriſhing condition of commerce, the courſe 
of exchange, to the amount of ſeveral per cents. 
is univerſally in favour of Great-Britain ; and that, 
as the ultimate and invincible proof of the pub- 
lic proſperity, the confidence of the people in the 
' meaſures of Government, and their contempt for 
the rebellious efforts of the refractory Colo- 
nies, the national Stocks ſuffer neither fluctuation 
nor fall in the price. | 


Having repreſented the pretended ruin brought 
upon the Britiſh Empire by the late Peate, the 
_ Congreſs deſcend to the fictitious grievances of 
© America ſince the ſame period. They affirm, that 
_ * the Colonies were judged to be in ſüch a 

Eſtate, as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, 
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and all the eaſy emoluments of ſtatuteable 
« plunder.” This figure of rhetoric, if it has 
any meaning, conveys one contrary to the truth. 
The Coloniſts having obtained ſuch amazing 
advantages by a Peace, which they now reprobate, 
it was deemed juſt and proper by Mr. Grenville, 
then at the head of the Treaſury, that they ſhould 
bear a proportionable ſhare of the national burdens 
incurred, by the war. But as their prior ina» 
bility to bear internal Taxes had precluded him 


from having a precedent, he only threw cut, as it 


is vulgarly expreſſed, in the beginning of the year 
1764; his intentions of raiſing a revenue in 
America by a Stamp-Duty ſimilar to that eſtabliſh- 
ed in Great-Britain ; referring the conſideration of 
the whole affair to the next Seſſion. His object 
was, to give time to the Colonies to propoſe ſome 
other mode of Taxation, ſhould that ſuggeſted to 
Parliament appear either improper or burdenſome. 
During the whole of the ſummer 1764, though 
ſome diſcontented ſpirits murmured, not a ſingle 
doubt was ſtarted againſt the an$0LUTE RIGHT of 
Parliament to impoſe Taxes on every Member of 
the Britiſh Empire. The time allowed to the 
Colonies furniſhed them with no expedient for 
raiſing a tax more ſuitable _ to the purpoſe of a 
Revenue (which, by the bye, was to have been. 
fpent among themſelves); and, therefore, in the 
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| beginning of the year 1765. the famous Stamp 


Act was paſſed, againſt a very eme Mi- 
pority, in both Fo nn ubdate 


eis 21. 


IR NVA n 
"In this Kingdem, as war a8 in „ bee 
poſſeſſed of freedom, there are always to be found 
factious perſons, who-oppoſe every meaſure of Go- 
vernment. In their eagerneſs to diſgrace the Mi- 
niſter, they too frequently obſtruct the ſervice, and 
defeat the intereſts of their Country. Every ſide 
of a ſpeculative point is armed Vith arguments, 
that may impoſe on the ignorant, and encourage 
che ſanguine. The Oppoſition in Parliament, in 
ſnort, committed themſelves too far in favour of 
the-prejudices of the Americans, with es 
the Stamp-Act, to ſuppart it with vigour, when 
they themſelyes, very unexpectedly *, came into 
Office a few months after it had paſſed into Law, 
Though their vie y of the objet changed with their 
elevation, they found that the flame which their 
own factious ſpeeches, in the preceding Seſſion, had 
raiſed in America, was too vehement to be extin- 


guiſhed without either force or conceſſions. A na- 


tural timidity of diſooſttion, joined to the com. 
e want of Hirmneſs which Funn no- 
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Lord Rbekinghum * others in Qppoſition came into 
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office Jaiy 11765. 0 Grepwille and his party having ay 
48 out of place on the Regency Bill, 
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velty in Office, rendered them inclinable to pur- 
chaſe preſent quiet for themſelves, at the expence 
of the future advantage of their Country, But 
ſtill they wavered on the point of irreſolution, till 
Mr. Pitt's oratory weighed down the ſeale. The 
Stamp: Act was repealed; and from that moment 
may be dated the commencement of what 
the Americans call © an Ara of Public Ruin.“ 


Great - Britain and her Colonies derive their pre- 
ſent diſpute, and its conſequent misfortunes, from 
the pArRIOTIsM of the motley Junto who formed 
the appearance of an Adminiſtration, in the end 
of 1765 and beginning of 1766. Virginia had 
the MErTT of taking the lead in the diſturbances 
in America, which ſucceeded the paſſing of the 
Stamp Act. It was in the Aſſembly of that Pro- 
vince, that the firſt Reſolutions were voted 
againſt the authority of Parliament, in the firſt 
Seſſion, after intelligence of the Act was received. 
Though the meeting was very thin, the Reſolu- 
tions paſſed only by a majority of Two vorzs; 
and they would have been moſt certainly re- 
jected, had it not been for the abſence of forty 
of the old Members. When the Aſſembly was 
adjourned for the ſeaſon, the people in general 
were. diſſatisfied with the conduct of their repre- 

ſentatives. Every one expected, that, at the 
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next meeting, an attempt would be made to eraze 
the Reſolutions from the Journals. 5 But intelli- 
gence arrived, in the mean time, that the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, Lord Camden, General 
Conway, and the reſt of the illuſtrious Band” 
who had oppoſed the Stamp-Act in Parliament, 
were, by: a : ſtrange r revolution in politics, received 
into favour, and raiſed to. office; z. and that Mr. 
Pitt, then at variance with his wife's relations, 
was reſolved to oppoſe. their FAVOURITE MEASURE, 
the Stamp. Ad. The Virginians, deriving great 
bopes from this change, adhered to their Reſolu- 
tions, 9 ei was done in the matter. 
tl OX io Zulnnigzd hne dart 0 
'To > enter minutely into the variops motives of 
Mr. Pitt « -oratory, for the total and abſalyte repeal 
of the Stamp-Act, would. be to defert a great and 
public ſubje& for the ſake af tracing the private 

paſſions and intereſted views of an ambitious man, 
In his Argument, if what he advanced deſerves the 
name, he fell in wich the vulgar and, it may be ſaid, 
falſe. maxim, That no profit ought to be expected 
from the Colonies, but That reſulting from their 
Commerce. This opinion of Mr. Pitt, whether 
it proceeded from ignorance or deſign (and it pro- 
bably proceeded from both), has formed à popular 
error in former times, as well as in the preſent age. 
n who have pretended to underſtand perfectly 
F the 


(2) 
the affairs of this Kingdom, moſt firmly, but in my 
opinion very weakly, believed, that the great ſecret 
of our political intereſt: conſiſted! in forcing; in a 
manner, a-monopoly of foreign commerce; It was 
from this perſuaſion, that the popular Orator uſed, 
upon the 6ccafion juſt mentioned, a figure of rhetoric 
at once fooliſh and abſurd, when he affirmed, that 
the Coloniſts ſhould be prohibited “ from manu- 
facturing even the hob- nail of a horſe-ſhoe !** 
One might be tempted to aſk the Orator, how this 


prohibirory mandate could be enforced';, or if it 
could, whether it is leſs arbitrary, than to de- 


mand an internal tax from the Americans, for the 
ſupport of their own government, and even for the 
general ſupport of the State, and as a ſuitable re- 


turn for the protection which they have ever de- 


rired from the Government of this kingdom? 


| TheCongreſs had ſurely forgot this ſtrange rheto- 
tical figure of the great Orator, when they were 


tempted to date PUBLIC RVIN, from his reſignation 


in 1761. They have alſo forgot, or they do not 
chuſe to remember, that he acquieſced in the DE» 
CLARATORY BILL, brought in and paſſed by the 
Marquis of Rockingham's Party, who, were in 
office, in the beginning ef the year 1766. This 
Bill expreſly declares, that all his Majeſty 's Colo- 
nies and Plantations in America have been, > 
\ ang 
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and of right ought to be, ſubordinatetoand de. 
< pendent upon the Imperial Crown and/Paxiia- 
< MENT OF GREAT BrxITAin'z who have full 
power and authority to make laws and ſtatutes 
of ſufficient validity to bind the Colonies and Peo- 
« ple of America, ſubjects of the Crown of Great 
« * Id ALL CASES wHATIOSVED,Y 
: | | NA 20 450T 
Mr. Put, to Wh RS ſome degree of conſiſtency, 
objected to the words © iN ALL CASES WHAT- 
SOEVER.” But his oppoſition was ſo languid, that 
he did not attend the Houſe when the Bill was 
paſſed; and only five Peers were found to follow 
his opinion, when it came under debate in the 
-Houſe of Lords. | e te : 
te The nates Act,“ as the American Con- 
greſs affirms, * comprehends all the grievances of 
„ which they complain.” Yer- that very Congreſs, 
with peculiareffrontery, not only approve; but even 
praiſe the conduct of the very Party by whom' the 
Bill was introduced, and the MA, by whoſe 
"CRIMINAL ACQUIESCENCE (to uſe one of his 
own phraſes) it paſſed into 'a law. Twar Party 
and THAT Man, being now in oppoſition to Go- 
vernment, the Americans endeavour to ſecure their 
i ſupport, by flattering their vanity at the expence 
f of truth! They forget pſt demerits in the hopes 
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ceive-4 whole Party into their intereſt; they them- 
ſelves ate male the tools of that Party; and, Ike 
the figure of the Negro, near Temple. bar, are 
turned round by the — n 3 
22 nf K : 0 
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The is Congrel, in a ftrain of eloquent adulation, 
5 raptures of that illuſtrious Band of 
* diftinguiſhed Peers and Commoners,” who now 
declaim, argue, and proteſt, in Eewur of their 
own' Rebellion. It has appeared that the Act of 
which they moſt complain, was the manufacture of 
that very illuſtrious Band,” enebouraged by the 
negative oppoſition made by the Earl of Chatham, 
whoſe advice the Band followed, as it ſoon after 
appeared, to their own political deſttuction. Be- 
ſides, it was not under the Adminiſtration of the 
Eatl of Chatham, in the years ys and 1788, 
though the Americans date their misfortunes from 
the reſignation of Mr. Pitt in October 1761, that 
the Bills impoſing internal duties, and conſe- 
quently eſtabliſhing internal Taxation in Ame- 
rica, were paſſed into laws? Did not the preſent 
Adminiſtration, whoſe meaſures the Congreſs affect 


to n eee repeal all thoſe d ex- 
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cept the duty on Tea +, to gratify the prejudices 
of the Americans, and, if poſſible, ta, rg: eſtahliſn 
tranquility in all the Provinces? With hat co- 
lour of reaſon, therefore, can the Americans lay the 
blame either of their real or pretended grievances 
on the Noblemen and Gentlemen no in, office; 
and yet approve. of the conduct of thoſe very per- 
ſons who paſſed the Declaratory Act, and follow- 
edd it with Bills of impoſts raiſed in the Cologies,?, 


| itzt. A nt. ite 
| 10 reprobating. the Declaratory Aa, the Con- 
| greſs, recur to their uſual maxim, That Taxation 
1 and Repreſentation are inſeparable: Though it has 
been already ſhewn, that they are as much repre- 
ſented as | twenty-four, in twenty-five. of the inha- 
bicants of Great- Britain; though it has been prov- 
| ed, that whole Provinces, not repreſented, had been 
| for ſeveral ages wobjectel to im polis laid by the 
| Legiſlatures though it ſhall, hereafter, appear that 


| they themſelves, have been uniformiy taxed by 
the Britiſh Parliament; this argument they hold 
forth as inyincible, and found upon it their preſent 
reſiſtance to the ſupremacy of the Parent-kingdom. 
In purſuing it injudiciouſly and too. far, they 
actually diſcoyer the expediency, and even neceſ- 
ſity of that ſupremacy, of which they ſo loudly 
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complain! The Parliament of Great- Britain, ſay 
they, Will certainly perceive, „that an American 
© revenue, if not diverted from the oſtenſible 
putpoſes for which it is raiſed, will actu- 
Sally lighten their own burdens, in proportion 
< as they increaſe ours.“ But is it not equitable, 
is it not juſt, is it not neceſſary, that all the 
ſubjects of the empire ſnould beat, as equally as 
poſſible, the public burdens of the empire? Why 
ſhould the Americans, who have ſo largely, fo 
uniformly, and ſo effectually experienced the pro- 
tection of Government, be the only perſons ex- 
empted from paying their ſhare of its expences ? 
Is it either reaſonable or ſuitable to the common 
uſage of Nations, that thoſe who deſert their coun- 
try ſhould enjoy greater privileges than thoſe that 
remain? The Americans having been ſpared during 
the infancy of their Colonies on account of their 
poverty, endeavour to eſtabliſh into an inherent 


right what was actually an indulgence, 


Though this indulgence has been a ſource of 
error to the more ignorant part of the Americans, 
there are ſurely many among them who. know, 
that Parliament hath been uniformly accuſtomed” 
to extend its ſupremacy over all the Colonies." 
In matters of revenue, in commerce, in civil; in 
all judicial regulations; and, in ſhort, with regard 

E 2 to 
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to the general conſtitution of their government, 
the Provinces of North-America, till taught other- 
wiſe by a diſappointed Faction in this Kingdom, 
allowed, that the whole fabrick of their polity 
might be new modelled and reformed by the ſu - 
perintending power of Parliament. In fact, it 
has been ſo new-modelled and reformed, whenever 
abuſes in the Adminiſtration of their Government, 
under their civil polity, or the general intereſt of 
the Britiſh Empire, made it neceſſary for Parliament 
to interpoſe its authority. Inftances of this inter- 
poſition, in both caſes, preſent themſelves, in al- 
moſt every volume of the Statutes, from the Reſto- 
ration down to the preſent reign; yet the Ameri- 
cans falſely inſinvate, that it was in the preſent 
reign the Kerciſe of the authority of Parliament 


(except 1 805 in che 9 of trade) firſt com- 
menced. Y 


A brief recital of ſome of ok inſtances may 
throw light on a ſubje&, rendered obſcure and 
perplexed by the prejudices of the ignorant, and 
the arts of deſigning men. To gain the ears of 
the Populace, by awakening their ancient jea- 
louſies, the Americans affect to aſcribe the preſent . 
ſyſtem ' of ' meaſures to principles of Toryiſm, 
which, they pretend, prevail in our Councils.” But, 
1 for chis 2 of their plan of decep- 
07 tion, 
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tion, it will appear, that moſt of the Acts which 


bind America in coercive regulations, were paſſed. 
ſoon after the Revolution; in the reign of the very 


Prince, who brought about that great event. The 


Wuro Miniſters. of King William (perceiving | 


that the Colonies, even then, had entertained 
views of placing themſelves on a ground of inde- 
pendence on Parliament) adviſed their Sovereign, 
and their advice now ſtands on record, to purſue 
meaſures, * which, in their conſequence, ſhould 
effectually ſecure their thorough dependence on 
the Legiſlature of this Kingdom, 


In conſequence of the advice given by a W RIO 
Miniſtry to a King who had mounted the throne 
upon WII principles; and alſo upon the full- 

eſt evidence of the frauds and abuſes committed 
in the Plantations, in violation of the Act of Navi- 


gation, the Act of the 7th and 8th of William III. 


& for preventing frauds, and regulating abuſes, 
ein the Plantations” was paſſed. By that Act, a 
power was gives to the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
| ſury and Cuſtoms in England, & to eſtabliſh ports, 


e and appoint Officers, in the Plantations; and 


thoſe Officers to have the ſame authority for 
«© viſiting ſhips and goods, and entering houſes 
and warthouſes, as was exerciſed 5 7 che fame 


„Officers in England.” | 
0 All 
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All penalties and fotfeitures were made recover- 
able in the Courts at Weſtminſter, or in Courts of 
Admiralty in the Plantations; which Courts were 
then, for the firſt time, eſtabliſhed throughout all 
America. In any action or ſuit concerning his 
Majeſty's Duties, the” offence might be laid in 
any precinct or diviſion of the Plantations, where 
the ſame ſhould be alledged to have been com- 
mitted, at the diſcretion of the Officer or Informer. 

All laws, by-laws, uſages and cuſtoms repugnant 
to any laws of Great Britain which relate to the 
Plantations, or mention the ſame, are declared 
« illegal, null, and void.” Many other reſtrictions, 
too tedious to be mentioned, were at the lame 
time enacted and impoſed, 


But i it was not in matters of Trade owl v, that 
Parliament, during the reign of King William, 
ſuperintended and controuled the Colonies. The 
Coloniſts, it was found, had encouraged Pirates, 
in various places; and no juſtice could be obtain- 


ed in THEIR Courts againſt offenders, whom they 


openly abetted. To remedy this ſhameful abuſe, 
a remarkable Act was paſſed, in the 11th and 12th 
of William III. This AR aboliſhed all juriſdiction 
in that caſe, in the Courts in the Plantations. be 
With regard to America, it virtually repealed the 
Act of Henry VIII. by which Pirates were intitled 
| | ta 
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to a trial hy Jury. The whole power of trying 
piratical offences in the Colonies, was veſted in 
Commiſſioners appointed under the Great Seal of 
England, or Seal of the Admiralty. The mode 

of proceeding is ſimilar to that in Courts Martial; 
and a majority of voices either acquits or condemns. 
The Commiſſioners were impowered to iſſue war- 
rants, in any of the Colonies, for arreſting ſuch 
Pirates, or their acceſRries--:They might, at diſ- 
cretion, either try the, criminals. in America, or 
ſend them to England to be tried. Should the 
Governors of any Charter or Proprietary Govern- 
ment refuſe to aſſiſt the Commiſſioners; ſhould 
any perſon in authority 1 in the Colonies refuſe to 
pay obedience to the Act; ſuch refuſal, in either 
caſe, was owe to be a forfeirure of the Charter. 


* AR pal in a ioth'and 11th year of the 
ſame reign, confines the advantage of the Fiſhery 
of Newfoundland to Britiſh ſhips fitted out from 
Great-Britain, The execution of the orders and 
regulations reſpecting that Fiſnery, was placed in 

the hands of the Admirals, in, the reſpective har- 
bours.; that is to ſay, in the hands of the Maſter 
of the ſhip that ſnould firſt arrive from Great - Bti- 
tain. The deciſion in all queſtions of civil ſuit is 
veſted in ſuch Admirals, with appeal to the Com- 
mander of the King's ſhips, All criminal offences 


2 W.1 
are to be tried in any County of England, by the 
King's ieee of en err apd 
\ Goabgebverysi) ) „ 
Hefe D 49 Jab £114 1 991092) 10 
Tus opinions: * this Nation concerning the 
Ssvemment of the Colonies, may be collected 
from the above Acts. The authority of Parlia- 
ment to bind America, in all caſes whatſoever, 
and whenever the general intereſt of the whole 
Empire required it, was never diſputed; and it 
vas often exerted to correct abuſes, and to ſup- 
preſs the ideas of independence, which began, 
even then, to be cheriſhed by the Colonies. The 
fame principles and the ſame policy were carried 
don by Parliament through the three ſucceeding 
reigns of Queen pot and of 2 I. and 
Ne 64547 4) 75 n 
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Bath in the firſt of thoſe reigns, che crofieſt 
abuſes were committed by the petty Legiſlatures 
in the Colonies, with reſpect to Coin. The 
interpoſition of Parliament became neceſſary to 
correct thoſe abuſes. An Act was paſſed in the 6th 

of Queen Anne, for that purpoſe; when the Coun- 
eils of that Princeſs were guided by Whigs. By 
this Act the rates of Foreign Coin, in the Plan- 
rations, were aſcertaĩned; and a ſevere puniſhment 
was inflicted on thoſe who ſhould take them at 
higher 
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higher rates. The American Trade was placed in 5 
the ſame reign under further reftridtions, by Ad 
of Purkament. Rice and Molaſſes were added to 
the liſt of enumerated commodities; In the reign 
of George I. Furs and Copper - ore of the Planta - 
tions _ NET ede $0 Ge ne cherer Ny 


The Britiſh Methane confined not to Acts 


their Rnſt of the undoubted fight they poſſeſſed 
of controuling the Colonies, in all caſes whatſo- 


ever. Ia the Journals of both Houſes, there are 


many Proceedings which- furniſh proofs of their 
undeviating adherence to the ſame principles. 
In the yeur 170, 4 Bill was brought into the 
Houſe of Commons, for aboliſhirig all the Char- 
ter and Proprietary. Governments in - America, 
and re· uniting them to the Crown. In 1704, the 
Houle of Lords came to ſeveral Reſolutions on the 
ſubject of laws enacted in ſeyeral of thoſe Govern- 
ments. They declared thoſe laws to be repugnant 
to the laws of England, and deſtructive to the 
Conſtitution. This proceeding was likewiſe fol- 
lqwed by a Bill for aboliſhing thoſe Charters. 


| - Theſe Bills, it mull be confeſſed, were not car- 
ned into laws. But they did not fail, through 
any doubt entertained by che Legiſlature againſt 


| * propriety. "Thy were loſt * a change 
tete 1 = in 


fo, 
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in . favaioa of thoſe, who brought * 
the meaſure. That the opinion of the Legiſla- 
ture continued the ſame on this ſubject, is evi- 
dent; as the ſame propoſition was again taken 
up in tie year 1716; When a WAI]. Miniſtry 
rns. the mieten. E 


| Ta the reign of George ll. "the inflances of the 
eontiboling authority of Parliament over the Colo- 
nies, are more numerous and ſtriking, By an A& | 
of che ad of George II. Chap. 35. ſevere-prohibi- 
tions and penalties are impoſed and inflicted on 
ſuch perſbis as ſhall cut and deſtroy white Pine- 
trets, tho“ ſuch Pines are growing within the li- 
mits of 2 Townſhip already granted; and theſe 
penalties arè directed to be fued for and recovered 
in the Courts of Admitalty. The Merchants of 
Great Britain having, in the th of the fame reign, 
preferred a Petition to Parliament, complaining 
"of the difficulties they met with in the recovery of 
"debts in the Plantations; an Act was paſſed, which 
ſubjected all real Eftates in the Colotiles-to juſt 
debts and demands ; and to be aſſets, in the ſame 
manner as in England, for the ſatisfaftion of debts 
due by Bond. The exportation of Hats from 
any of I Colonies, and even the conveyance of 
them by land from one Colony to another, is pro- 


hibited, 


CR . - = 
hibited, under ſevere IS by a an 15 paſſed 
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in the fame Seſſion. 


In the year 1733 the Province of Maſhebuler's 
Bay Preſented a Petition to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, praying that they might be heard by Coun- 
ſel on the ſubje& of Grievances. The chief of 
theſe was, That the Crown had reſtrained t theit 
40 © Governor, by inſtruQtions, | in certain caſes re- 
66 latiye to the iſſue and diſpoſal of Public Money, 
and the gmiſſion of Paper-Bills of Credit.” The 
Commans,, having conſidered the matrer, came to 
a Reſolution, . That the Petition Was frivolous. 
2 and groundleſs, 2 high inſult upon | his ; Maffty's 3 
6 Government, a = tending to SHAKE OFF THE 
6 DEPENDENCY of the ſaid Colony upon this 
c Kingdom, to which in LAW and RIGHT THEY. 
he OUGHT ro yy SUBJECT.” | Complaint having, 
| at the fame time been made to the Houſe, 
« That the Repreſeptarives « of that Colony had 
> exnsvn rb a perſon. for giving evidence, before 
K « « 2 2 Committee of the Houſe, 1 in the caſe of A Bill 
* then depending i in Parliament ;* a it was reſolved, 
5 That the paſſing ſuch cenſure was an op denen 
4 PROCEEDING, and a high violation of the Privis 
* leges of the Houſe,” A Committee was ac. 
cordingly appointed to enquire who were the 


ae of this unwarrantable proceeding. 
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We may perceive, from the aboye en 
how jealous Parliament Have EEX of their ſu. 
premacy and uncontroulable authority over the 
Colonies, Happy it would have been for the bulk 
of the Coloniſts, that this uncontroulable authori- 
ty had ſtill extended itſelf with yigour over Ame- 
rica, on the article of Paper-money. At Rhode- 
Iſland, in the year 1763, a Dollar was worth eight 
pounds Paper- currency; yet when the emiſſion 
took place, it was only worth fix ſhillings and 
eight pence. The conſequence was, that Guar- 
dians and others, who had got poſſeſñion of effects 
belonging to infants and orphans, being by law, 
obliged to account for the nominal value oxLY, 
appropriated to themſelyes the greateſt part of the 
fortunes of their Wards, in conſequence of the 
fall of the value of the Paper-currency. © The 
caſe will certainly be the ſame, with regard to the 
Paper-currency of the General Congreſs, notwith- 
ſtanding its boaſted credit. It muſt fall in its va- 
lue, whatever may be the ifſue of the preſent Re- 
bellion. The exertion which they have made for | 
| emancipating the Colonies from the juſt ſupre- 
macy of the Mother-country, has opened a gate 
for the entrance of public ruin; for while a Pa- 
per-currency prevails, America muſt ever be . 


ed of filyer and | gold, 
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The Houſe of Commons were no ſtrangers to 
the ruinous conſequences of an American Paper- 
currency. when they entered in che year 1740 
into a conſideration of the abuſes committed 
< in the Colonies, in reſpect to the emiſſion of 
Paper Bills of Credit,” Aſter a long examina- 
tion, they came to various Reſolutions. They 
reſolved, * That the AG} paſſed in dhe 6ch of 

<< Queen Anne, aſcertaining i the rates of Foreign 
« Coin in America, had not been duly obſerved. 

4 That many indirect practices, in that teſpect, 
« had been introduced, contrary to the true in- 
tent of the Act. That an Addreſs ſhould be 
<< preſented to his Majeſty ro require the Gover- 
« nors of his Colonies to take effectual meaſures 
6 for the ſtrict obſervance of the Act of the 6th _ 
« of Queen Anne, That another Addreſs ſhould 
be preſented, requeſting his Majeſty to iſſue 
« his Royal Proclamation, to ſettle and aſcertain <q 
< the rates of foreign Gold Coins. That the . 
6 CREATING and ifſuing Bills of Credit, in the Bri- 
« tiſh Colonies, by virtue of Acts of Aſcmbly, 
had fruſtrated the deſign of the AR of the 
&« 6th of Queen Anne, That an humble Addreſs 
4 of Thanks ſhould be preſented to bis Majeſty, . 
Fog the orders he has already given on that 

* head; and, That he ſhould alſo be requeſted | 

'* to require and command the Governors cf the 


Go reſpective | 
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tc reſpectiye Provinces, not to give their aſſent. to 
< any Act, whereby. Bills of "Credit ; might 'be 
inen in ken of Mover.” 0 nailot on bn 

Theſe ſpirited. Reſolutions of che Commons 
checked, for ſome time, the abuſes i in the emiſſion 
and circulation of Paper - Money. The New- 
f | England Governments, however, did not continue 
| long to Pay. any regard to ROYAL © Inſtructions, 
1 though ſupported and enforced by the authority 
of the Houſe of Commons. The frauds committed 
awakened again the attention of Parliament. 'Ir n 
| the 24th of George II. an Act was paſſed, . to 
| | e regulate and reſtrain Paper-bills of Credit j a the 
ww « Four New-England Governments,” A1 Go- 
| vernors of thaſe Colpnies were prohibited" under | 
4 pain of being removed fram their Governments, 

and for ever rendered incapable of any public. 
office or place of truſt, from aſſenting to any Act, 

Order, or Vote, for the iſſue of any Paper: bills of 

Credit; and all ſuch Acts, Orders, or 2 

were e declared to be, ipſo fatto, null ind Vous. 


In the year 1741 the Colonies took up the ” 
of a LanD-BAnK, which had proved fo unſycceſs. 
ful in England | in the reign 'of King William, 
The © American Aſſemblies,” it appeared to 
Parliament, * bad PRESUMED to publiſh a ſcheme 

0p 
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0 for ſupplying « a pretended want of a medium in 
« trade, for ſetting up a Bank on land ſecurity, 
« and to ſolicit ſubſcriptions. » To corre& this 
evil, an Act was paſſed, in the 14th George II. 
< to reſtrain and prevent ſuch unwarrantable prac- 
6 + tices; and to extend to America, the penalties 
9 inflicted by a Statute of the 6th of George I. on 
6 « perſons guilty of ſuch practices in theſe king- 
0 doms. They were alſo ſubjected, by the ſame 
Act, to the penalty and forfeiture ordained by 
the Statute of Proviſion and PREMUNIRE of the 
26th of Richard II. | 


| "There are ſeyeral other Statutes by which. Par. | 

lament with equal force aſſert their authority over 
| the Colonies. In ſome of theſe they carry this 
authority beyond the limits, with which they have 
hitherto circumſcribed it in this Kingdom. In 
the 29th of George II. cap. 35. Officers of che 
Army are empowered to enliſt, in the Colonies, ap- 
prentices and indented ſervants. The perſons ſo 
enliſted were exempted from arreſts in civil actions, 
where the value of the action exceeds not ten 
; pounds. To theſe ſtriking inſtances of the con- 
trouling power of Parliament over the Colonies, 
may be added the Ack of 23d of George II. cap. 29. 
By that Act, every perſon erecting or working 
L any mill or other engine for ſlitting or rolling 
80 iron, a 


= 0 1 0 1 

** iron; or any plating forge o or furnace for making 
Rteel,.is. ſubjected to a penalty of 2601." to be 
oc recovered i in any of; che Courts in Weſtiminſter⸗ 
Hall, or in the Fore of Exchequer \ in Scot- 


* 7211 : 
” land- * ? "3 Nansen 
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Congreſs ſo much complain, is ſufficient! to con- 
vince the diſpaſſionate, that the contfouling power 
of Parliament has been perpetually exerted, and 
never diſputed. There is hardly any object of 
Legiſlation in which the laws of this Country have 
not bound America. The Congreſs, whilſt they 
affect to diſavow the ſupremacy of the Britiſh Le- 
gillature, acknowledge that ſupremacy, perhaps | 
thro? inadvertence, in its utmoſt latitude,” They 
own themſelves the ſubjects of the King of Great- 
Britain; yet it was the Britiſh Legiſlature that 
- placed his Majeſty and his family on the Throne. 
Were the Colonies repreſented in the Parliament 
which limited the ſucceſſion of the Crown to the 
- Houſe of Hanover, any more than they were in 
- THAT which laid a paltry Duty on Tea in the 
Ports of America? His Majeſty owes his Throne 
to the, Laws of England; and, as King, he can 
have no ſubject that is not bound by that law. 


Tax . 


1.4 
Taten has been purpoſely | omitted in the 
above detail. That article, as the great object of 


canteſt, ovghe t to be ſeparately ſtated, The ſeveral 
inſtances of the exerciſe of the power of Parlia- 


ment, in that caſe, ſhall be, therefore, throw into 
one point of view. The firſt inſtance of Taxa- 

tion is the Act of the 12th of Charles Il. for 
granting to the Crown a duty of Tonnage and 
Poundage. This Act is in point, It directs, that 
the duties abovementioned “ ſhall be Payable 
upon commodities not only imported 1 into the 
« realin of England, but alſo into the powm1- 
«© NIONS\/THEREUN TO BELONGING.” The Colonies 
are here included in expreſs words. It Is true, 
indeed, that the Duties of Tonnage and Poundage 
were nor collected in America. The reaſon walls 
that the commerce of the Plantations was ſo in- 
conſiderable, that the revenue ariſing from it could 
not pay the expence of collection. 
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But whatever might. have been the reaſon for 
nor collecting the Duties of Tonbage and 
Poundage in the Colonies, the Law was certainly 
underſtood to extend, to America, In the year 
1680, the Aſſembly of che Iſland of Jamaica re- 
fuſed ,* 0 raiſe levies for the ſupport of Govern- 
« ment.” Upon this refuſal, the Lords of the 
Council made a Minute to confer with the 

G Judges 


a] 
“ Judges upon the queſtion if Whether the 


«ſubſidies upon the Tonnag and Poundage 
upon goods that may by Law, or ſhall be 
4 directly carried to Jamaica, be not Payable, 
according to. Law, by his Majeſty's « ſudjects 
* inhabiting that Iſland, or trading there, by 
« virtue of the Acts of Tonnage and Poundage, 
Of other Acts made in England?“ Unforru- 
nately it does not appear, whether the conference 
was ever held; or if 1 it was e held, what 
was Dun ; para Ft” 


The _ W Charles II. cap. 7. is the next 
Act that binds America, in point of Taxation. 
By that Act certain duties are made payable in 
the Plantations, upon ſugar, tobacco, cotton- 
| wool, indigo, ginger, logwood, fuſtic, and other 
dying woods, and cocoa-nuts exported to any 

other place, Except England. Theſe Duties con- 
tinue to be paid to this day; yet the Congreſs in 
ieir Letters to the People, and alſo in their Decla- 
ration, expreſly ſay, that till the preſent reign, 
e they have ever exerciſed an excluſive right over 
their on property.” They were no ſtrangers 
to the falſehood of this impudent aſſertion. But 
the duty of a penny per pound on tobacco, by the 
25th of Charles II. was preſented by King Wil- 
liam to the College of William and Mary in Vir- 

3 | ginia. 
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ginia, The Virginians, they | knew; would, REN ro 
means, reliſh the repeal of that Act; as the Royal 
Grant to the College comprehends the Tobacco 
exported from Maryland, as well as-that ſhipped 
from Virginia N 


| In the gth of Queen Anne, an Act was paſſed, 
impoſing certain Duties. on all prize-goods taken 
in America, and imported into any of the Colo- 
nies. . Theſe Duties were as follows: „ All Eu- 
* ropean goods (wine and brandy excepted) which 
have been uſually ſent to the Plantations, are to 
„pay THERE ſuch Cuſtoms. as are payable 
« for the like goods imported into the Planta- 
tions from Great-Britain, Other goods taken 
< as prizes ſhall be liable 1nERE to ſuch Duties 
ag were payable for the ſame, by any Act of 
« Aſſembly, in the ſaid Plantations,” | 


To theſe Acts, ſubjecting his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects in America to Taxes impoſed by the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament, ſeveral others may be added, 
The Act of the gth of Queen Anne, for eſta- 
bliſhing a Poſt- office. The various Acts paſſed 
for levying and enforcing the collection of the 
duty of ſixpence per month, out of Seamen's 
wages, for the ſupport of Greenwich HoſpitaL 
All theſe Acts extend to America, They bind the 

G 2 Cglonics 
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Colonies,as well as the Mother- Country. Their 
authority was. never diſputed ; and the Taxes im- 
poſed by them Rave been uniformly raiſed. The 
Act of the. iſt- of George 1. exprelly mentions 
and appropriates certain Plantation duties, and 
orders them to be paid into the Exchequer. The 
Act of the 2d of George II. cap. 7. is equally ex- 
plicit and decifive in the words. It requires the 
payment of the Duties for Greenwich Hoſpital, 
« by ſeamen belonging to American ſhips, whe- 
ther employed upon the high ſeas, or-in' any 


port, harbour, bay or creek, withiny Aux of 
\$'the Colonies. “ 


It appears from this detail of facts, that the 
right of Parliament to bind the Colonies, in all 
caſes whatſoeyer, is not a claim founded on mere 
theory : on the contrary, that the controuling 
power of the Legiſlature is warranted by conſtant 
uſage, and uninterrupted practice: That the De- 
claratory Act, of which the Americans complain, 
contains no new, no aſſumed powers oyer the 
Plantations ; ; and that there is ſcarce any chan · 
nel of Legillation, through which the Britiſh 
Parliament has or exerted its ſupremacy, in as 
full and ample a manner as it has been exerted 
over the inhabitants of Great-Britain 3 and all this 
prior to the preſent reign, in which the Congreſs 
Place the commencement of '* PUBLIC RUIN,” Ic 
is 


=_ 

is evident, upon the whole, that the pight of ou 
| Britiſh Legiſlature to bind the Colonies in all 
caſes whatever, is founded on long and immemo- 
rial uſage, and uniform and uninterrupted practice. 
Upon the ſame principles ſtand the legal preroga- 
tives of the Crown, the privileges of both Houſes 
of Parliament, and the cleareſt and moſt inconteſ⸗- 
tible rigbts of the three branches of the Legit: 
ture united. 


The American Congreſs, with a partiality for 
themſelves ſcarcely conſiſtent with their deſign of - 
gaining others, in the next paragraph of their 
Declaration, call the Acts, which were the can- 
SEQUENCE of the reſiſtance of their conſtituengs, 
the CAUSE of their rebellion. In deſcending 1 to par- 
| ticulars, their firſt complaint is ſtated againſt t the 
a 2. extenſion of the juriſdiction of the Courts of 
« Admiraky and Vice-Admiralty beyond their 
former limits;“ by which, they alledge, < the 
ſubject is deprived of his inherent right of a 
trial by Jury.” This is mere declamation, ad- 
dreſſed to the prejudices of the i Ignorant. In the 
Courts of Admiralty erected in the Colonies, all 
ſuits between the King and the Subject. whether 
breaches of the Act of Navigation or queſtions of 
revenue, have always been determined without 
trial by Fd. The reaſon was, that no Court of 


Exchequer 
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Riki was ever eſtabliſhed' in America, Even 
in England, for breaches of the laws ef exciſe, 
land-tax, and other queſtions of revenue, there 
are no trials by Jury. The juriſdiction of the. 


Courts of * Admiralty in America, has been EX= 
tended onLy to the caſes juſt mentioned. In all 


criminal queſtions, commonly called the Pleas of 


the Crown, in all civil ſuits between ſubject and 


ſubject, the inhabitants of America have uniformly 
enjoyed the ſame mode of trial, and in ſimilar 
Courts of common- law and equity, with the in. 
habjcants of pert rain 


The Congreſs ſurely forget, or it is not con- 1 
ſiſtent with their deſign to remember, that the al- 


terations of which they complain were made at 
the requeſt of the Americans themſelves. The 


reaſons aſſigned for this requeſt were, that the 
Courts of Admiralty eſtabliſhed formerly in the 
various Provinces, poſſeſſed ſo little dignity, on | 
account: of the dependence and poverty of the 
Judges, that juſtice was either ſacrificed to con- 
nexions, or biaſſed by avarice. Beſides that, Ap- 
peals to Great-Britain could be ſeldom made, on 
account of the expence and diſtance. To re- 
medy this evil, the preſent eſtabliſhment of Courts 
of Admiralty in America was formed. Four great 
Courts of Vice-Admiralty were erected. The 


1 Judges 
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* Judges 1 were rendered independent by ample'ſala- 
ries. "The line of appeal. became ſhort, eaſy, and 
obvious; J and had the Americans been indulged, 
contrary to the courſe of the Admiralty in England, 


with the privilege of trial by W the parties 
would be Judges. 3 fo bans 


The complaint of the Congreſs, WY —_ 
to the Bill for ſhutting the Port of Boſton, is 
at once unjuſt and ridiculous, It is unjuſt as it 
was the ſeditious conduct of the inhabitants that 
forced the Legiſlature into a meaſure of coercion 8 
and ridiculous, as they themſelves had it in their 
power to remove the grievance. The deſtruc- 
tion of the Eaſt- India Company's tea is well 
known to have been the deliberate act of a 
great majority of the people of Boſton. To 
obtain reparation by the common courſe of 
law was impoſſible. The number and influence 
of the offenders ſcreened them effectually from 
juſtice. The leading and domineering power was 
in actual rebellion. They had reſiſted an Act of 
Parliament, by an armed force. It was a public 
crime, and the puniſhment ought to have been ge. 
neral. The Act for ſhutting the port was there=" 
fore a meaſure of coercion againſt avowed: Re- 
bels. The fatal error of Government was, that 
they were not conſidered throughout as ſuch. 

| and 


| wy under i it, as a  peace-regulation,” 


[4] 
and Adhibiſtration, inffead of deſerving ketſufe 
for ſevetity, were highly reprehenſible for their i- 
timed Iehity ; as, after the Bill was paſfed, they 
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1 purſuance of the plan of tenderneſs and for- 
bearance, which has been fatally loſt on the 


Atdericans, the Bill for ſuſpending the trade of 


Boſton was rendered conditional. A door was 
left open for an immediate reconciliation, ſhould 


ine Aſſembly of Maſſachuſett's-Hay make a pub- 
lic grant, for repairing the damage ſuſtained by 
A Company of Merchants, through a public out- 
rage. Yet the Congrels ſtigmatize with the name 


of injuſtice, a coercive Statute rendered abſolutely 
neceffary by the ſharneleſs depredations of the in- 


Habirants of Boſton; and which ' Stature they 


themſelves had it in their power to terminate, in 
an inſtant, by doing an act of common juſtice. 

"But why ſhould we expect common juſtice to- 
wards others, among a people who (with regard 
to the Tea - Act) have been manifeſtly unjuſt to 


themſelves ? ? It is of the Duty on Tea, the Ame - 


ricans principally complain; yet they ſubmitted to 
a Duty of 71. per Ton, laid on Wines, the Seſſion 
which immediately preceded the pafling of the 
Tea- 
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Tea - Act. The Duty on Tea, was alſo ſubmitted 
to in all the Provinces where that commodity had 


not been uſually introduced by Smuggling. Boſ- 


ton ieſelf, and even Mr. John Hancock (now PRE 


$1DENT of the Congreſs, but formerly a moſt no- 


torious $MUGGLER), originally made no objection 
to the Act. It was when the Eaſt- India Com- 


pany, by adopting the plan of ſending. Tea to 


America in their own name, gave the finiſhing 
blow to Smuggling, that the inhabitants of Maſſa- 
chuſett's- Bay determined to -oppoſe the Duty. 
Prior to the Act for laying the THREE-PENGE Duty 
on Tea, payable in the Colonies, the Americans 
actually paid a SHILLING, together with | the 


profit of the Merchant. Formerly all Tea ex- 
ported to the Plantations went encumbered. with. 


a Shilling, paid by the Eaſt-India Company. In 
other words, the Duty was not drawn back on 
exportation; ſo that, by t the Act, the coplumer 


is a gainer of a Shilling in every pound of Tea, 
if to the nine-pence duty we ſhould add commiſſion, | 


inſurance, freight, and profit. Smugglers found 
themſelves incapable of carrying on their contra- 


band commerce; and they inflamed an ignorant 


rabble, to ſerve their own intereſt, or to gratify 


S their own revenge, m_ 8 
* . ö 0 en 
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Wirb equal effrontery, and with ſtill leſs reaſon, 
the Congteſs exclaim againſt ihe alteration made in 
the form of the government of Boſton. | With their 
uſual fallacy in argument, the Americans wiſn to 
eſtabliſn it as a maxim in polity, That Charters 
granted by the Row], can neither be reverſed nor 
altered by the LEOISLA TUS. The Congreſs de- 
ſignedly make no diſtinction between the 

of the King, and the power of the Legiſlature. P 
The King cannot revoke any Charter he'*grants, 
without the concurrence of the two other branches 
of the Legiſlature. But ir has already appeared 
that the King can grant no Charter, which the 
three branches of the Legiſlature united cannot 
alter and annul. They might as well go at once 
to the whole ſupremacy ; an themſelves the 
trouble of thus ſupporting à cauſe untenable on 
any other grounds. The three branches of the 
Legiſlature united make daily alterations in the 
Conſtitution of Great - Britain; and, if their Su- 
premacy extends over the whole empire, they 
have the ſame right to alter the conſtitution of 
the American Colonies. If the Americans deny 
this poſition, all argument is at an end; and 
they avow an independence, which, in THEIR 
circumſtances, marks them out for enemies. 
The alterations under the circumſtances exiſting 


at the time, were abſolutely neceſſary. When the 
Conſtitution 


t . 
Conſtitution was attacked, the Civil Magiſtrates 
bought to have been on the fide of the Conſtitution, 
and not all named by the fomenters of rebellion, 
who denied the authority of the Legiſlature, 
After all, this alteration of which the Congreſs 
affect to complain, is no more than putting the 
inhabitants of Maſfachuſet's-Bay on the ſame 
footing with the other Colonies: They have re- 
ceived, in miniature the counter-part of the con- 
ſtitution of the Mother-Kingdom; and have Tyzy 
a right, or can THEY wiſh to be more free than 
he freeſt nation io the world ® ? 
EW ln - bhi 
Ihe Act for regulating the Government of 
Quebec, furniſhes the Congreſs with an ample 
field for. mom To inveigh againſt Po- 
pery and arbitrary Power. has been ever a favou- 


* 
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In ſome of the Colonies, Rhode-Iſland in particular, every 
Officer, from the Governor down to the Conſtable, is annu- 
ally choſen, Such is the confuſioh and fo violent are the aui- 
meſities which attend this, general election, that every ſenſible 
man in the province wiſhed the Charter revoked, and à 
Form of Government eſtabliſhed on the ſame footing with 
the Southern Colonies. The extenſion of the right of elect- 
ing Magiſtrates to the people at large, was the principal cauſe 
of the fall of freedom in Old Rome. The prejudices and 
fears of the rabble were the ſteps by Which "ambitious men 
aſcended to a power, which they converted into tyranny 
over their fooliſh Conſtituents, The vanity gratiſied by the 
right of election, was ſoon balanced by indignity and con- 
tempt ; for the grandſons of the voters wha , placed ndr 


Cinna, and Cztar at the head of the State, were employed by 
Caligula in railing his horſe to the!Gonſulthipes _- + 1 +1. + 
| H 2 rite 
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rite topic with men, who wiſh-to profit by the 
prejudices of the people. Had the Congreſs at- 
tended to the general principles of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, they might have informed them. 
ſelves, that His Majeſty, without the interpoſition 
of the two other branches of the Legiſlature, 
might have permitted the inhabitants of Canada 
to remain for ever under French laws. There 
is no maxim in the Law of England more gene- 
rally known or leſs controverted than, That in 
conquered or ceded countries, which have already 
laws of their own, ſuch laws remain in full force 
till they are altered and changed by the Sove- 
reign. Had His Majeſty, therefore, entertained 
ſuch deſigns as the Congreſs obliquely lay to 
his charge, why ſhould he call. in the aid of the 
Legiſlature to execute what was already done by 
the Common Law? The Congreſs will not, ſurely, 
affirm, that the ſyſtem of government eftabliſhed 
by the Legiſlature in Quebec, is ſo arbitrary in 
itſelf, 'or ſo gt for the purpoſes of deſpotiſm, as 
the Conſtitution” which ſubſiſted in that Province. 
under the French. Ought they not to conſider, 
that no other form of government could have 
been | eſtabliſhed, ſo ſuitable to the diſpoſition of 
the inhabitants, the tenures of their property, 
and the toleration of their religion, to all which 
oy. had an undoubted right, by the terms of 


their 


[ WS, 
their Capitulation, and We W e of 1 


n . of Peace? 1 750 
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triots abroad, have found an extenſive ſubiect for 8 
pathetic eloquence, in the form of Government 
now eſtabliſhed by Law in Canada. The former 
have either very treacherous memories, or they 
change without any ceremony their opinions with 
their ſituation. Under the Adminiſtration of the 
Earl of Chatham, Mr. Morgan, Lord Shelburne's 
Secretary, was ſent privazely to America, as Com- 
miſſioner, to ſettle and regulate a new code: for 
the Government of Quebec. The Govemor 
Chief Juſtice of that Province, if I am not m 
taken, were joined with Morgan in this ſecret, 
but important commiſſion. The meaſure, it is ſaid, 
was conſidered” by the Board of Trade; it was 
certainly debated, if not adopted by the Cabinet, 
as far back as the year 1767, during the plenitude 
of the Earl of Chatham's power. Lord Camden 
was Chancellor, and gave his ſanction to regula- 
tions more allied to Deſpotiſm than thoſe he re- 
probates at preſent. The Duke of Grafton, the 
Earl of Shelburne, General Conway, and ſeveral 
others of * that illuſtrious Band,” on whoſe vir- 
tues the Americans expatiate with rapture, ap- 
proved this pop isn, ARBITRARY, - TYRANNICAL 

ſyſtem 
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| ſyſtem of Government: yet all theſe are, now, 
true Americans, ſtrenuous Proteſtants, Whigs 
of the ancient mould, determined aſſertors of 
freedom, avowed enemies ee nnr. 
. e e N nd e 26 |, 
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deſign, vary their language, according; to che ſup- 
poſed prejudices' of thoſe whom they wiſh to de- 
ceive. When they ſpealt to the Oppoſition in Par- 
Hament, and the reſtleſs ſpirits without doors in 
Great Britain, they declaim, with vehemence, 
againſt the Quebec- bill, as the means of eſtabliſh- 
ing deſpotiſm in Government and errors in Reli- 
gion. When they write to the Canadians, they 
aſſure them, that religious and ſocial principles 


ve not incompatible, that the fate of the Pro- 


« teſtant and Catholic Colonies are ſtrongly linked 
together; that they, ſincerely wiſh to unite with 
<« them in defence of common Liberty. Had the 
glating inconſiſtencies in theſe oppoſite profeſſions 
of the Congreſs, remained a ſecret from the Pub- 
lie in general, we might be induced to place them 
to the great account of American deceptions. 
But as ON were e by the very perſons by 


1 + 2 ll 14 ad. 3 
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A noble Wu, the Marquis of Rocking bam, ſent a P 
Biſhop to Quebec, - ih 
whom 
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whom they were made, we can. ſcarcely aſcribe 


his part of the congu&. of the, Congreſs io a bet- 

—— N deere 3s 
N „Holte kf obo 
The Congreſs — Among: * com: 

plaints againſt the Britiſh Legiſlature, the Re- 


ſalution; of; Parliament. to give its due force to 


an untepealed Statute paſſed in the time of Henry 


VIII. It is declared in the Reſolution, that upon 
this Statute, treaſons and miſpriſions of treaſon 


committed in any of his Majeſty's dominions 


beyond ſea, ſubject to the Crown of Creat-Britain, 
may be tried in England. Though this Reſolu- 


tion is conſidered by the Congreſs as a part of the 
ideal ſyſtem: of enſlavement, with which they 


charge the King and Parliament, it contains no 


long before the -preſent diſputes with America 
began. One inſtance is extremely remarkable ; 
I mean, the tranſactions in the Caſe of the Inſar- 


proceedings were founded on the Act of Henry 


VIII. Some of the Inſurgents were ſent to Eng : 
land; they were tried upon that Statute; and tit 
circumſtance. has eſtabliſhed a precedent whi-h 
cannot be controverted. But had even a new l. 5 


„ 
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rection in Antigua, in the year 1771. All the 
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* this king been, made.: whay reaſon, cquld;che 
Awerigzy. , Congreſs baue to . complain? Haye 
mot the prejudices, inſurrections, and even re- 
bellion of their own, countrymen, totally inter- 
rupted the common courſe of juſtice over all 
ther yaſt Continent which they inhabit ; and ſhall 
the generality. of the, crime be admitted a-com- 
petenti exeuſe againſt puniſhment ? 275 me 56 f* 
a e el eee U® art ro enter eg les 
ug The Americans, owe this grievance," if in fact 
it ileſetyezothe name, wo that illuſtrious band, 
widſe former political us have it ſeems, been 
obliteritetl by their preſent oppoſition,” The 
Daclaratory- AG} dhe Tea Bill and internal Faxa- 
tian: were. conſeſſedly the. work of the: . illuſtri- 
Honband. ? Qnerof their leaders (Lord Camden) 
was thE author of the Reſolutions ofs which the 

Congresse ſo laudly complain. He carried chem, 
| 4 Chancellor, tothe King; and it was at his 
Bordthiprag inſtigation i chey- were propaſod in 
Pactiarachy;2and ſene up. il an Addteſs from both 
Hodfs>60 Hliz-Miajefy. f, therefore, the li- 
t berties of America (ta bara >an dæpreſſion 


from one of her writers) ( have received a mor- 


* wy ſtab by __ Reſolutions,” the Ga 
Se" 35. ig 8 


a FRIEND, This FRIEND, however, has not al- 


Nen the friend of American independence 
2 and 


t a? 
and reſiſtance. Mr. Pratt, when Attorney. O- 
neral, advanced à doctrine very different from 
hat adopted by Lord Camden, when diveſted of 
the Great. Seal. Inſtead of erefting each petty 
es the Colonies into a branch of 
an Independent Legiſlature, he declared under 
his hand, . That care ſhould be taken not to 
« admit the encroachments of the Provin- 
c eial Aſſemblies on the Upper Houſes, when 
they ſupport ſuch encroachments by argu- 
* ments drawn from the - exerciſe of the like 
rights in the Britiſh Houſe of Commons. The 
« Conſtitutions of the two Aﬀemblies differ rux- 
©« DAMENTALLY in many reſpects. Oun Houſe 
©. of Commons ſtands upon its own laws, the Lex 
| * Parkamentaria. But the Aſſemblies in the Co- 
« Jonies are regulated by their reſpective Charters, 
« Uſages, and the Coumon Law or EnoLand ; 
and will never be allowed to as$ume thoſe pri- 
e vileges which the Houſe of Commons ate en- 
© titled to JusTLy here, upon principles which 
s neither can nor MUST 5 
blies of the Colonies *,” | S 
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"Equity ſtrong in itſelf, aud "adverts 20 the 
3 Colonies, was the opinion of che 
fame man, with regard” © the cake of Great- 


Britain ien Ames. He was Miese the ud, 


tha e the Mother Country would. never endure 

4 any impoſt laid by the American A ſſemblies on 
40 her trade. The Provinces,* continues Mr. 
Pratt, "might, by the fame rule, prohibit the 
te importation, as well as they might tax the 
« merchandize imported; and ir ſeems 10 be a 
very unwarrantable- attempt to make the Eng- 
HH" importer -of goods carried to America in 
« the” way of trade, pay a tax for che defence of 
4 hy of the Provinces, for no other -confidera- 
ce tion but the liberty of trading there, to which 
«« Great-Britain has an ORIOINAE | RIGHT, which 


& cannot be invaded, or even 1 Wal 
E _ the Colonies can'de# 1, 1. 4 


1 


"Bias returrr to the Act of Henry N VIII. The 
paſſiohs' of the Congreſs have effaced, in this in- 
ſtanee, as well as in many others, that ſhew of 
reaſon which they wiſh to hold forth to the world. 
They complain of the exertion of on Acts of 
the” Legiſtature ; yet it is undeniably certain, 
that, in! their Courts of Law, it has been a 
Randing rule, that all Acts of Parliament of a 
general 


ive gbr 
went of.che — Eologjcs, are binding upon 
che Inhabitznta- It was glſo a, ſtanding rule. 
that all ſubſequent. Acts, which expreſsly com. 
pretiended any of the Colonies by name, ſhould- 
bind ſuch Colony, though contrary to Al 
of Aeſſembly. Fhe Ameticans, in general, be- 
fore the commeneement of . e Eng 
would- Rave reprobateti the idea of their, not 
being entitled to the benefit of alk general Acts 
from 4 generah Act, which enforces. the obe- 
dence of the: People to the Sovereign Power ? 
Obedience and protection are reciprocal duties. 
If they deny obedience to the Acts of the Britiſh 
Legiſtature, What claim 1 n, 
= the Bririſh ren 5 vo Lern 
zn Une the As of che Legifarare, 
the" Cotigrels palſy" 16-cotypldints againſt theit 
Sovereign, ag well as his principal. fervants: 
They alledgeg tht the Americans have inceſ- 
fantly and ineffectually beſieged the Throne 
4 for ten yeurs ; yet conceal the reaſon, which 
was, That their demands, rather than requeſts, 
Wo, mann , Sovereign coule not grant, con- 
2 999 1 PF"? tos ſiſtent. 


— — — ethet - —— <> 


(@ 1 
$00: "ir edn him -by: he 
co | 
er ... They plain, that. fleets and 
cre 05 e co er en ae. 
the Ae of 


ws enacted by the Legiſlature, fn 

of its ſupremacy; yet they 

paſs oer in Glenec che outrages comimined by 
s,. Which rendered that mtaſare nere 
fary. Did they not draw the fword wigh one hand,: 
when, the other was ſirttehed forth with Petſtions 
for er from pretended: gtievances Did they 


affected — — > 
Peace? . ootbam us eee 110. 321 2:43 1 7 | 
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I. theſe are fad that 'cannotibe-pontrovertcd. p 
The Congreſs know! theitruthy-bur-purſue telt 
Plan of deception. "IN: They hoped in vain? 
they tay, for ———ů— 


eee 
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property. and infulted. the perſons of, the ſerbants 

of ne State ; aſſumed tha functions of ſovereigney, 
and uſhod into actual rebellion, they eomplain 

of.. want of moderation in Government, for 


* | exerting 


e 1 
exerting che power vated" in fr By the Conn. 
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don, for reſforing tranquillity” enft 


fabmiſion ti the laws of che State, and r_ Pros. 


reQing' the itjured:” and 835885 „ Rh ＋ 
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vaD hroughout the whole of their firinge Peclä⸗ 
ration, the American Congreſs appear $5 #8350" 
their realonings to dhe weakneſs of the prejhichd, 
ang, their fats. to the credulity of the ighorämt. 
They affirm, that they have wniformly endea- 
voured go procure. an accemmadatioti” with! the 


Mother-Counzzy.z yet. chey-reprobate the Reſohi- 


don of, he, Commons, on the 20th of Febtutry, 
calculated to diyide the Americans, and to eſta- 
* bliſh a perpetual auction of taxatioh, where 

** Colony ſhoulg-bid againſt Colony, all of them 
_ © uninformed. hat ranſom ſhould ' redeem! thelt | 


int of the hayonet, the unknown ſaras 19 D | 


© 84k. be ſulpcient to gratify,1f poffble to 
** gratify, Miniſterial xapacity;>with the miſerable. 


4 indulgeno. left them aof raiſing, in their uw Ü r 
moge, the, preſcribed tribute We tay(laim. 


from this tedious and involved Nntente, hot 
of Fatriotiſm in the Britiſh Parliament. A hoted 
# : | Orator, 


Fd 


4 
| 
1 
ö 
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more inexcufable, when it way tonfidered\ with 
How" much temper His "Majeſty and che two 
FHdüſes of Parliament had acted, in ſupport of | 


[1.64 J. 
Grat, hd has' bein fulpe ge ve kiavilg Pam 
the reren irn x Wk, (chick, the Congrats 
alledge, contains the whole” nas of Atndtfedn 
grievances) uſed almoſt the" ſanis Words in the 
Houſe of Commons, on the day the Reſolution 
carne” under debate; But "fofrfiet demerits have 


50 forgot, in wat the Amerſern Dettiagoſties 
Footy conftrue into preſent ſervices! © » 2 
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To me the nature of the mn 
the Congreſs Migmitize with the ttürtie of ar ine." 
5*fifops mantettore fome previous facts muſt 


be explained? On the fecotid” of February, 1 
Motion was made im the Houſe of Communs, Tür 
ar Addrefs to hiy' Majeſty, which was bor after 
prefered,” with the concurtente of the Lords. 


In this "Addreſs, the two Houſes having ſtared 
ome facks, were induced to declare, tat a rebel. 


16%" ackually cxiſted ar that time in the Province 


of Matrachuſett ay: That this æonduct was the 


tlie Laws and Conſtitution of Great - Britain: That 
tlley were reſolved never ſo far to deſert the 
truſt repoſed in them, as to relinquiſh any parr 


"of rhe Sof AURO aber ALL: Bis 
*Miajesty's Douixioxs, which the law inveſted 


in 
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in; his Majeſty: and the two Houſes of 
mant; That the conduct of the Americans, mas 
22 to convince them of the n 


this ſupremacy and power: That, however, | 
they. had always been, and always. ſhould. be 
ready to pay attention and regare. te any real 
grievances, which: ſhould; be laid before chem 
in a DUTIFUL and CONSTITUTIONAL manner: 
That they requeſted his Majeſty to take the: moſt 
effectual meaſures 30 enforce due obedience. to 
the laws and authority of the Supreme Legiſla: 
ture: And chat they were reſolved, at t he hazard 
of their lives and fortunes, to ſupport his Ma- 
jeſty againſt all rebellious attempts, in the main- 
. an Pi Fa gs a 
OY rn . 
Nute 0100 44 ag = 5 
In this Addreſs Ae en Parliament; 
while! they held forth the Sword in one hand, 
evidently tendered the Qlive- branch with tie 
other. The Americans themſelves were made 
the arbiters of their own fate. The choice of war 
or peace was leſt in their omn hands. But as the 
offer of Parliament to liſten” to the real griev- 
ances of the Coloniſts was deemed too general to 
forty a foundation for an agreement between them 
ud. * the diniſter wiſhing td 
no conciliate 


15 7 h 
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conciliate matters with Ameriea, even contrary to 
the opinion of many Friends to this Country, laid 
before the Houſe of Commons ſome exyrrerr 
yROPOSTITIONS, Which might anſwer that end. Ac- 

cordingly, on the twentieth of February, the fol- 

lowing Propofitions were introduced to a Com- 

mittee of the whole Houſe, by the Chancellor 

of the Exchequer : ® That it is the opinion of 
this Committee, that when the Governor, 

« Council, and Aſſembly, or General Court of his 
<« Majeſty's Provinces or Colonies ſhall propoſe to 
make proviſion according to their reſpective 
« conditions, circumſtances, and ſituations, for 
* contributing their proportion to the common 

< defence ; ſuch proportion to be raiſed under the 

<« authorities of the General Court or General Af 

«© ſembly of ſuch Proyjnce or Colony, and diſpoſ- 

* able by Parliament; and ſhall engage to make 

* proviſion alſo for the ſupport of the Civil Go- 

« yertment, and the adminiſtration of juſtice 
in ſuch Province or Colony; it will be pro- 

« per, if ſuch propoſal ſhall be approved by his 

« Majeſty in Parliament, and for ſo long as ſuch 

proviſion ſhall be made accordingly, to forbear 

< in reſpect of ſuch Province or Colony, to levy 
<« any duties, tax, or aſſeſſment, or to impoſe 

any further duty, tax, or aſſeſſment, except 
| « only 
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only: ſuch duties as it may be expedient to im · 


<<;ppſc,tor the regulation of Commere; chef ett 
produce of the duties laſt mentioned, to be car - 


* ried to the. account of — C TPO 
or Plantation Jeſpectively. . ”w 
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"This Beſolmnion, which was in a creat 
majority, ,plainly marked the graund for a nego- 
tiation, and an equitable agreement with the Co- 
lonjes. It was moderate, comprehenſive, and ex- 
Nlicit, It. named che perſans from. hom the pro- 
Pgſals myſt come, and thoſe, to hom they Mere 
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to pe. made. The end and,purpoſc of the Con- 


tribution ere , explained. The apꝑpropriation of 


the, expected, reyenue was \{pecified, and preglud- 


ed, every . ſuſpicion. of f its. being  miſapplied. 


Though.he gffer was conditional, it was plaialy 


conclyſiye, as Jong as the Americans themſelves 


ſhould, adhere, to the agreement. They, had it in 


their Tk a to tax themſelves, the great pęint. for 


wh hich r they 1 2 7 to "contend and x he. only 
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right reſerved b y the, Le -gillarure was, to deter- 


mine "the : WWANTUM. 8 of the, e 14nd, they. 


alone c ah EE, f ir, ; ing the ſupreme 


Se © 10 
power, Who Ute de the ole — of What is ne- 
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ceſlary to fa pore the ate. The Propolitic ition, 
upon "the whole; was AT LEAST as favourable to 
the pretenſton of thEAihericans,” as fo the claims 


- as 2 
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of the Mother: Country. The former, therefore, 
muſt have accepted the propoſal, had what they 
held forth to the Publie fernen 5 real Principles 
of york oppoſition. * 


The Minority in Parliament, who deemed no- 
thing ſo fatal to their own views, as an agreement 
with the Americans, upon equitable, and conſe- 
quently permanent terms, oppoſed this Propoſi- 
tion as inſidious; in its nature, and for that 


purpoſe rendered obſcure and perplexed in its 


language. The American Demagogues, whoſe 
influence can only exiſt in the midſt of anarchy 
and confuſion, oppoſed it with fimilar views. 
The latter, indeed, have approved fo, much of 
the $ENTIMENTS, or rather PROFESSIONS of the 
former, that they have, in their Declaration, 
echoed back their very words in Parliament. The 
b argument before went only to the claim of the 
Americans to be permitted, in their Aſſemblies, 
to ſettle the mode of Taxation. They then de- 


wanded an excluſive privilege of fixing the 


amount or quantum of the ſupply; and now they 
give no ſupply at all. But if neither the mode 
nor the QUANTUM | 1s to be left in the power of 
Parliament, what power has Parlia nent left, 
with regard to the taxing of the Americans! ? 
Ought the Burris LEGISLATURE to lay HUMBLY 


y the 


. 
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the. wants of the Public before the PRETTY LE-· 
GISLATURES of America, and requeſt heir aid 
for the general Support of Government? What 
would this be, but the total emancipation of the 
Colonies from that ſupremacy for which we con- 
tend? 


But a total emancipation has been all along 
the object of thoſe Demagogues, who wiſh to 
erect their own uſurped authority on the ruins of 
all legal Government. The Reſolutions of the 
zoth of February had, at firſt, a fair hearing in 
America; they were accidentally carried over and 
printed at leaſt two weeks before the usual Pgi- 
VATE LETTERS, PATRIOTIC SPEECHES In Parlia- 
ment, and SECRET INSTRUCTIONS of the © illuſ- 
e trious Band” arrived. During this interval, the 
general cry was, that every thing they had con- 
tended for was granted. The leaders were con- 
founded ; but when the private letters, ſecret in- 
ſtructions, and patriotic ſpeeches, came, the face of 
affairs was inſtantly changed. The Reſolutions 
were reprinted with an inflammatory Preface, The 
ſpirit of the Demagogues returned. They inculcat- 
ed with vehemence, that the Reſolutions were inſi- 
dious; that Taxation was not relinquiſhed by Par- 
hament ; and that the juſt authority of the Aſſem- 
blies was annihilated, -as they had no longer the 
power either of judging of the propriety of the 

| | K 2 | ſervice, 
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fervice, or of mme the e of * 
ſupply. 


The Americans formerly declared themſelves 
willing to contribute do the exigencies and ex- 
pences of the State, provided the demand ſhould 
come by requiſition from the King, and not by 
an immediate exertion of Parliamentary authority. 
This offer his Majeſty declined, with that patrio- 
tiſm which has uniformly marked his own mea- 
ſures, during his reign. Anxious for the happineſs 
of ALL his ſubjects, he choſe to be the Monarch 
of ons great and free nation, rather than the 
Sovereign of a number of petty States, weakened 
by their own diſunion, Had his Majeſty been 
actuated by thoſe motives of ambition, which are 

not uncommon among Princes, he would have. 
_ eagerly cloſed with the offers of the Americans. 
Inſtead of making himſelf dependent, for the 
maintenance of his dignity, upon the grants of 
ONE Aſſembly, he might have extricated himſelf 
from even the fear of pecuniary difficulties, by 
a proger management of many Aſſemblies. The 
Repreſentatives of one Province might be grati- 
_ fied into the views of the Crown, from the 
revenue of another; J Britiſh Members might re- 
ceive the wages of corruption in America; and 
| American 
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American Reprefentatives. be ſent for. the price 
of their votes to this Kingdom. Via 


But ſucceeding events have demonſtrated, th 

the Americans were not ſincere, in any one of 
their declarations, i in favour of an amicable accom- 
modation. The Propoſitions voted on the 2oth 
of February, came up to their own farmer de- 


mands ; ; yet they evaded them, by treating them 


as inſidious. The truth is, they knew their 'own 
demerits towards this Country, and they could 
not believe, that propoſals ſo highly favourable 
could have been, on her part, fincere. One good, 
however, has reſulted from the Propoſitions. The 
Colonies, by rejecting them, have left no doubt 
remaining concerning their real intentions. They 
confine no longer their claims to the exclu- 
five privilege of taxing themſelves. They aim, 
evidently, at a total independence in all matters 
whatſoever; and more particularly with regard to 
the A& of Navigation. They have long made ſe- 
cret but moſt dangerous encroachments on this 
PALLADIUM of our Commerce. They now pub- 
lickly avow their reſolution to pay no regard to 
any Parliamentary reſtrictions, whether ancient or 
recent, on THEIR Commerce. They now openly 
trade all over Europe; and the obtaining the pri- 
vilege, which they have, at length, uſurped, has 
been 


A — 
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been the primary cauſe of their reſiſtance to 
Parliament. The manufacturers and merchants, of 


| this Country have been long no ſtrangers to this 


American policy; yet the Congreſs have the 
effrontery to expect, chat the mercantile intereſt 
of Great Britain will 125 their _ 


wa — 


The American Congreſs having in a looke, cur- 
ſory, and ſuperficial | manner advanced ſome 
pretended arguments to juſtify their rebellion, de- 
ſcend to the miſrepreſentation of facts, with the 
ſame deſign. They affirm, © That General Gage, 
« who had occupied Boſton as a garriſon, ſent 
out a large detachment of his army, on the 19th 
«of April, who made an unprovoked aſſault on 
. the inhabitants of the Province of Boſton, 
&« at Lexington.” On this allegation of the 
Congreſs it may be remarked, That the rebel- 
lious conduct of the Town of Boſton, where all 
the authority of legal government had been long 
extinguiſhed by the tyranny of a rabble inſtigated 
by factious leaders, had rendered a force neceſſary 
in that place, to "reſtore order and tranquillity, 
to protect the innocent, and to reſtrain the ex- 
ceſſes of the turbulent and guilty : That the 
military 'preparativns made in all parts of the 
Province, and eſpecially at the Town of Concord, 
wth. the avowed intention of oppoſing all legal 

. authority, 
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authority, induced and even forced General Gagt 
( though fatally too late) to ſend out a detachment 
of the troops under his command, to prevent hoſti- 


lities, by ſeizing the means of carrying them on: 
That ſome of the Inhabitants of the Province, in 


« warlike array,” ſtood in the way of this detach- 
ment, with arms in their hands; and, That when 
ordered to remove in a peaceable manner, they 


made an unprovoked aſſaultꝰ on his Majelty's 8 


troops, by firing rst upon them, and killing 
ſome, and wounding many. | 


— 


mug 1. 
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The audacity of the Congress, in aſſerting 
FALSEHOODS, demands a brief detail of the TRUTH. 
General Gage, having been informed that arms, 
ammunition, cannon, and other implements of 
war, had been collected in the town of Concord, 
ordered a detachment of the Army to march 


with all poſſible ſecrecy to that place. He gave 


orders to the detachment, to obſerve the moſt 
ſtrict diſcipline, and to reſent no inſults offered 
them by the country people, EXCEPT actual 
hoſtilities. The General's orders were, in truth, 
too implicitly obſerved. There was not one LOADED 
MUSQUET in the whole detachment, except thoſe 
in the hands of FIFTY Marines, who formed the 


van, when they were FIRED upon, by.the country 


people, at Lexington, The affidavits of the 


rebels, 
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rebels on this ſubject, are impoſitiens and perjurias. 
There is not a man, Whether officer or ſoldier, 
in the whole detachment, gonſiſting of 800 
men, but is ready, in the moſt ſolemn manner, 
to atteſt / the trutmof chis fart. 


= 


10 were.to be wiſhed, for the. honour 1 ö the ins 
forms, that their BARBAROUS CRUELTY to the 
ounded ſoldiers, , were .more problemarical than 
ei Hring FIRST on the King 8 troops, The fol. 
diers who fell by the firſt fire of the rebels, were 
found ſcalped, when *the detachment returned 
from Concord to Lexington Bridge. Two ſoldiers 
who lay - wounded on the field, and had been 
| ſcalped by the ſavage Provincials, were Rill breath- 
ing. They appeared, . by the traces of blood, 
to have rolled in the aganies of this horrid ſpecies 
of death, ſeveral yards from the place where 
they had been, ſcalped. Near, theſe, unfortunate 
men, another dreadful object preſented itſelf. 
A ſoldier who had been ſlightly wounded, appeared 
with his eyes torn out of their ſockets, by the 
barbarous mode of coocinc, a word and prac- 
tice peculiar to the Americans. Humanity for- 
bids us to dwell longer on this ſcene of horror. The 
rebels, to. break the force of acculation, began to 
recriminate. They laid ſeveral inſtances of wantgn 
cruelty to the charge of the troops; yet nothing ig 
Y 1 better 
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better aſcertained, than that not one of the ſol- 
diers ever quitted the road, either upon cheir 
n or return from Concord: 


The Ca ſtigmatize the expedition to Lex- 
ington and Concord, with the epithets of © an 
by unprovoked and wanton aſſault.” Was the 


collecting warlike implements at Concord, raiſing 
men throughout the Province, diſciplining troops 


in every diſtrit, forming magazines, putchaſing 


ammunition, and preparing arms, no provoca- 
tion? Were not the whole Country aſſembled be- 
fore they knew of this expedition? And was not 
their being ſo completely provided with the means 
of repelling hoſtilities, a ſufficient proof, thar they 


had - previouſly reſolved to commence them? 


Could TEN THousanD men; the number that 
attacked (though at a pRUDENr diſtance) the 


troops on their retreat, have been collected by 


accident, or called together by a ſudden alarm? 


Are not the Congreſs conſcious to themſelves, 
and was not General Gage ſufficiently apprized, 
that the people of Maſſachuſet's-Bay had deter- 


mined to begin hoſtilities, had the expedition to 
Concord never happened? The truth is, the 
march of the troops had only haſtened the execu- 
tion of the plan of rebellion ſettled before in the 
ſecret Councils of the Provincial Congreſs. 


4 The 
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'The aſſertions of the Congrefs concerning tranſ. 
actions within the town of Boſton, are as utterly de- 
void of truth as their account of what happened in 


the country. The hoſtile intentions of thoſe wir n- 


TN, were as apparent as the rebellion of their 
brethren WIr Hor was certain. The great law 
of ſelf-defence muſt therefore have juſtified Ge- 
neral Gage for having deprived the former of 
arms, which they almoſt avowedly intended to 
raiſe againſt all legal authority. After the ſkir- 
miſh at Lexington and Concord, all ſupplies from 
the country were cut off from the town of Boſton. 
Many of the inhabitants deſired to remove, with 


their effects. Their requeſt was granted; but it 


was at the ſame time demanded, that they ſhould 
deliver up their arms. This was, at firſt, ap- 
proved by all; but great clamours ſoon after 
followed. Such of the inhabitants as were well af- 
tected, or pretended to be well affected to Govern- 
ment, alledged, that none but the ill inclined 
ſhewed any deſire of \removing; and that when 


they ſhould become ſafe with their effects, the town 


would be ſet on fire. A great demur having alſo 
ariſen about the meaning of the word xrrecrts, 
whether MERCHANDISE was included; and the 
General being like wiſe ſenſible, that the permitting 
articles of that kind to be carried to the rebels, 
might frrengrhen them in their reſiſtance; he re- 


— 


tained 
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tained the goods. But they are ſtill ſafely kept 
for the owners, ſhould they either continue faith- 


ful, or ſeize his Majeſty's mercy, and return to 
their duty. 


The next paragraph of the Declaration, as it is 
not ſupported by truth, is addreſſed to the paſ- 
ſions, The Congreſs complain, with an attempt 
at the pathos, „of the ſeparation of wives 
from their huſbands, children from their pa- 
„rents, and the aged and fick from their rela- 
tions and friends.” But is it not notorious to 
the whole world, that this 8&PaRAaTION, which 
the Congreſs affect to lament, was the neceſ- 
ſary conſequence of the rebellion of their country- 
men? Did they not ſurround. the town of Boſ- 
ton, with an armed force, with the avowed inten- 
tion of deſtroying his Majeſty's forces, Generals, 
and Governor? And were the gates to be left open 
to let ruin enter,“ as one of their own writers 
expreſſes himfelf? Have the people of Boſton 
ſuffered more hardſhips than the inhabitants of 
beſieged towns uſually ſuffer? Have they not 
even ſuffered fewer reſtraints than men in their 
ſituation had reaſon to expect? Was not Dr. War- 
ren, the Chairman of the Provincial Congreſs, 
a notorious abettor of the inſurrection, a nominal 
General in a rebel army, permitted to come 
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into Boſton, under pretence of viſiting a fick 
friend, on the day preceding the action on Bun- 
ker” s-hill, where he was killed in arms againſt his 
King and Country? Is this a mark of thoſe cruel 
reſtraints, thoſe melancholy ſeparations, of which 
the Congreſs complain? But ruER buſineſs is 
to engage the paſſions, where they can make na 
impreſſion with their arguments. 


In the next paragraph of their Declaration, the 
Congreſs, with their uſual want of impartiality 
and fairneſs, aſſert that the GENERAL, emulat- 
ing his miniſterial maſters, by a Proclamation, 
bearing date the 12th of June laſt, after vent- 
ing the groſſeſt falſhoods and calumnies againſt 
“the good people of THESE CoLoxits, proceeds 
« to declare THEM ALL, either by name or deſcrip- 
<«'tion, to be rebels and traitors; to ſuperſede the 
« uſe of the Common Law, and inſtead thereof 
“to publiſh and order the uſe of the Law Martial.” 
Men who accuſe others of falſhood and of ca- 
lumny, ſhould: carefully abſtain from miſrepreſen- 
tation and ſlander themſelves. The Proclamation 
was not iſſued by General Gage, as Military Com- 
mander in Chief in America, but officially as Civil 
Governor of Maſſachuſett's-Bay; and as ſuch he 


was authorized to iſſue it, by the Charter me Laws 
of the Rv ingg. 
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The Proclamation of the 12th of June appears 
on the face of it to relate to the affairs and inhabi- 
tants of  Maſſachuſert's-Bay oxLV. To keep up 
the ſpirit of deluſion which has ruined America, 
the Congreſs repreſent the Proclamation as declar- 
ing the inhabitants of arr the Colonies, re- 
bels and traitors, and as extending the Law Martial 
to every Province. But did he declare even the 
inhabitants of Maſſachuſett' s- Bay rebels, till they 
had attacked his Majeſty's troops, ſeized his forts 
and garriſons, beſieged his army in the capital of 
the Province, and not only interrupted the com- 
mon courſe of juſtice, but even totally annihilated 
all legal authority? It is with peculiar effrontery, 
that the Congreſs number the ſuſpenſion of the 
common courſe of juſtice among their grievan- 
ces, after all law and order had been trodden 
under foot by their own countrymen, 


With the ſame degree of arrogant folly the 
Congreſs complain, that “ their countrymen were 


« killed on Bunker's-hill, that Charles-town was 


e burnt to the ground, that their ſhips and veſſels 
have been ſeized, that their ſupplies of provi- 
** fions have been intercepted, that General Carle- 
« ton is inſtigating the Canadians and Indians 
« againſt them, and that domeſtic enemies are 
s encouraged to attack them.” All theſe things 


may 
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may certainly have happened; but have they not 
happened in conſequence of their on rebellion ? 
Have they a right to attack others, and have 
others no right to defend themſelves? Do the 
inhabitants of Maſſachuſett's-Bay think, that as 
they have broken through all the ties that bind 
the ſubject to the Sovereign, the law of nature 
and of nations ought alſo to be ſuſpended to 
gratify their ambition, to flatter their folly, to fa- 
vour their extravagant ſchemes of independence? 
To the above imaginary catalogue of American 
grievances, may be oppoſed the juſt complaints 
of Great-Britain. Have not the rebels carried 
their hoſtilities to every corner againſt the Parent- 
State, that firſt gave them exiſtence, and reared 
them to proſperity? Have they not attacked 
her troops at Lexington and at Concord, fired 
upon Boſton, burnt the Light-houſe, taken Ti- 
conderago and Crown Point, and even penetrated 
into Canada? And have they not uſed every arti- 
fice to inſtigate the Savages to make war on their 
Sovereign and Mother- Country? Almoſt all theſe 
injuries preceded the juſt exertions of this King- 
dom to-puniſh their rebellion. 


The conclufion of the Declaration, though la- 
boured, contains nothing but empty declamation, 
and therefore merits little notice, The fame diſ- 


regard 
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repard to truth, or, rather, the ſame attention to 
miſrepreſentation, which diſtinguiſhes the reſt of 
that ſtrange compoſition, is carried down to the 
end. They alledge, © that they are reduced to 
<« the alternative of chuſing an unconpITIONAL 
« ſubmiſſion to tyranny, or reſiſtance by force.“ The 
Congreſs ſurely forget, or it ſuits ThE purpoſe 
to paſs over in ſilence, the favourable (perhaps too 
favourable) conditions offered to them, by the Re- 
ſolution of the Commons, in the month of Fe- 
bruary laſt. The terms couched in that Refolu- 
tion were ſo obviouſly advantageous to America, 
that the Oppoſition in Parliament declared them 
INSIDIOUS.; or, in other words, “too good to 
< be ſincere.” Anamicable ſettlement had ceaſed 
to have been an object with the Demagogues 
ABROAD; and 1t would have ruined the ſchemes of 


the Faction at nome. The roxur derived their 


influence, conſequence, and power, from anarchy 
and confuſion, Trzy could exiſt only in a 
ſtorm; the reſtoration of peace and tranquility 
muſt have reduced Tat to their original inſignifi- 
cance; and as for the LATTER, rendered deſperate 
by diſappointed ambition, they would not heſitate 


to ruin their Country, to procure the fall of their 
rivals, 


Such 
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Such being the ſtate. of opinions among the 
leaders of Faction on both ſides of the Atlantic, 
< reſiſtance by force became naturally the choice 
<« of the Congreſs.” To deceive an unhappy peo- 
ple, over whoſe minds they had eſtabliſhed a tem- 
porary dominion, they boaſt of © their perfect 
<« union, and their great 1NTERNAL reſources; 
SG and that foreign aſſiſtance is attainable.” As 
to the firſt, we have no great reaſon to give it 
implicit faith. The Demon of Diſcord had-ap- 
peared in ſome of the Provinces before he was con- 
jured up by the Congreſs throughout the Continent. 
Governor Tryon had beenobliged to raiſe 1200 men 
toquell an inſurrection in North-Carolina; Virginia 
and Pennſylvania were upon the point of quarrel- 
ling about their boundaries. At this very mo- 
ment the Congreſs, who boaſt of American 
unanimity, are forced to interpoſe their authority, 
to prevent a rupture between Connecticut and 
Pennſylvania on the ſame ſubject. 


The ſhew of unanimity which now ſubſiſts in 
America, appears from undoubted information to 
be the reſult of fear, more than any love for the 
deſperate cauſe of the rebels. Force, fraud, and 
violence over the minds, perſons and properties of 
His Majeſty's ſubjects, have been found neceſſary 
for carrying on every meaſure of the Congrels. 


Men 
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Men of property are, from intereſt, enemies to 
confuſion; and the intelligent, foreſecing the in- | 
| 


evitable iſſue of hoſtilities againſt the invincible 
power of a mighty Empire, are averſe to a 
conteſt, that, on the ſide of the Americans; muſt | 
terminate in ruin. But gor are terrified into 
ſilence by the tyranny of a miſled rabble; or 
their $TILL voIct is drowned in the clamours of 1 
Faction and tumult of Party. | 
« Hap 


The iNTERNAL RESOURCES of the Americans 1 
are as problematical, as their unanimity in rebel- 
lion. Conſiſt theſe mighty reſources in a wretch= | 
ed Paper-currency *, eſtabliſhed on no oſtenſible 
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* 'Theſe Partrx-REesourcEs have been very liberally | 
exerted by the Coloniſts, in the courſe of the year 1775. | 
By the moſt authentic accounts the Congreſs and the Provin- 1 
cial Conventions have raiſed the ſums annexed to each, reſpee- 
tively, in the following ſtate, by iſſuing Paper-bills, to ſupport | 
their rebellion againſt the legal authority of Great-Britain. 


& The Continental Congreſs iſſued in 1775 


| 

ö 

Currency. Sterling. 
3, ooo, ooo Paper-dollars, at 4s. 6d. 1235 I. 675,000 | 


They have ſince iſſued 4,000,000 or 900, ooo | 
COR. - 85 10,000 | 
South Carolina, L. 1,000,000 or 150,000 . | 
North Carolina - - 50,000 or 30,000 
Virginia - = - - $350,000 or 290,000 
Maryland . - - - _ 100,000 or . 69,000 | 
Pennſylvania, at ? or 

— 1 15,008 9 2M { ©9,000 
Rhode-Iland - - - 100,000 or 75,000 


— 


L. 2,249,000 
1 have 
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fund of credit; and voted by an illegal Aſſembly, 
whoſe authority is feeble, on account of its novel- 
ty, and tranſitory, as it ariſes from temporary pre- 
judices ? Should force, or even folly, ſtamp a do- 
meſtic value on the paſte-board dollars of the 
Congreſs, what foreign nation will receive them for 


its manufactures and commodities ? Are the Ame- 


ricans themſelves capable of furniſhing all the 


great implements neceſſary for the proſecution of 
war? Can they ſupply their armies with tents, 
with powder, with cannon, or with muſquets ? 
Is any one of theſe articles manufactured in a 
ſufficient quantity in America? And how can they 
be procured in Europe, with the wretched cur- 
rency of the General Congreſs ? 


The Coloniſts, had not reaſon been warped by 
prejudice in every part of their conduct, might have 


foreſeen, that their commencing a war deprived 


them inſtantly of the reſources for carrying it on. 
Their whole Coaſt is lined, it is to be hoped, at 
this very moment, with our ſhips of war, to put 
a total ſtop to their Commerce. They have, there- 
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I have not been able to obtain any authentic intelligence 
concerning the ſums raiſed in the other Colonies. I may ven- 
ture, however, to affirm, that the rebellious Provinces have 
raiſed, in the courſe of this year, a ſum equal to the amount 
of their whole taxes (Provincial as well as Parliamentary) in 
TEN YEARS. 


fore, 
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fore, loſt at one ſtroke their whole trade in Corn 
and Rice with Spain, Portugal, and the Medi- 
terranean; which, at a moderate computation, 
brought annually One Million Five Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds to North America. They have 
loſt the ſupplying our own Weſt-India Iſlands, as 
well as thoſe of other nations, with proviſions 
a branch of Commerce eſtimated little ſhort of 
a Million annually. They have loſt their Fiſhery, 
an article too great for computation; and they 
have loſt the exportation to Great-Britain of com- 
modities which would not have anſwered in any 
other market, had the ſea remained open to 
their Navigation, 


But if the Americans have little reaſon to depend 
on DOMESTIC RESOURCES, they have ſtill leſs to 
hope from rokEIONY Alp. Will France, in the 
preſent ſtate of her finances, inyolve herſelf in a 
ruinous and expenſive war, to gratity the re- 
venge of a Faction in this Country, or to favour 
the ambition of Demagogues beyond the Atlantic ? 
Will Spain give her aſſiſtance to raiſe an 1NDE- 
PENDENT Eurixz in America? Will ſhe encou- 
rage her own American ſubjects to riſe againſt her 
authority, by abetting the rebellion of the Ameri- 
can ſubjects of Great-Britain ? Can either Branch 
of the Houſe of Bourbon be fo blind to its own 

M 2 intereſt, 
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intereſt, as to wiſh to ſee a Sovereign State erected 
ſo near its ſettlements, which, from their proxi- 
mity, their produce, and their wealth, muſt, in 
ſuch a caſe, become objects of invaſion, depreda- 
tion, and conqueſt? What has either France or 
Spain to fear from THIs KINGDOM, whoſe intereſt 
conſiſts ſolely in preſerving what ſhe has already 
acquired? But have not zorn every thing to fear, 
ſhould a new Sovereignty ſtart up in America, in 
which a want of reſources would, in ſome degree, 
Juſtify the providing itſelf at the expence of 


wealthy neighbours ? 


Having endeavoured toterrify Great-Britainwith 
their poMEsTIc reſources and FOREIGN aids; the 
Congreſs thinking, perhaps, they had gone too 
far, conclude with aſſurances, that “ they have 
< not yeT determined to diſſolve their union with 
te the Mother-Country.” But that un1on, it ap- 
pears from the ſequel, muſt not be conſtrued into 
SUBORDINATION, on the part of the Americans. 
The general ſupremacy of the Legiſlature, which 
by pervading the whole Britiſh Empire renders 
it onE State, muſt not, it ſeems, croſs the At- 
lantic, but in ſuch proportions as may ſuit the in- 
clinations of the Congreſs. © Tuxv have taken 
<« up arms,” as they openly avow, © againſt that 
8 Supremacy * and © THEY will not lay them 

* down 
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& down till hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe on the part of 
<« Great-Britain.” This is the Ultimatum offered 
by the Congreſs; Withdraw your armies, recal 
your fleets, and you may have peace from the 
Americans; for, as © they fight not for conqueſt,” 
they do not yET mean to transfer hoſtilities into 
the heart of theſe kingdoms ! 

The haughty monarch who dreamt of univerſal 
monarchy-1n the laſt century, could ſcarcely have 
expreſſed himſelf in more inſolent terms to the 
petty Princes ſurrounding his dominions, than the 
Congreſs have done to the powerful Empire to 
which they owe the allegiance of ſubjects. Some 
allowance ought to be made for THEIR ignorance, 
and a great deal for the petulance of men new 
to conſequence and authority; but, even in that 
caſe, the inſolence of the Declaration is calculated 
to raiſe indignation, as well as contempt. The 
Congreſs, however, are only the echoes of a deſ- 
perate Faction in this Kingdom, who have uni- 
form ly, in their public exhibitions, degraded the 
ſtrength, power, and authority of Great-Britain, 
to cxalt America on the ruins, With an effron- 
tery without example in any other age or nation, 
THESE MEN aſſume the name of Patriots, yet 
lay the honour, dignity, and reputation of their 


Country under the feet of her rebellious ſubjects. 
With 
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With a peculiar refinement on Parricide, they 
bind the hands of the MornER, while they plant a 
dagger in thoſe of the DAuchrER, to ſtab her to 
the heart; and, to finiſh the horrid picture, they 


ſmile at the miſchief they have done, and look 


round to the ſpectators for applauſe, 


* 


It appears, upon the whole, that the Declara- 
tion, which ought to contain all the argument 
in favour of the Americans, contains, in fact, 
nothing that does not militate againſt their cauſe. 


The right of taxing all the ſubjects of the Em- 


pire, for the general ſupport of the State, is a 
part of that Supremacy which the firſt principles 
of the Conſtitution have veſted in the Britiſh Le- 
giſlature. This Supremacy has been exerted by 
Parliament, and admitted by the Americans, ever 
ſince their anceſtors migrated from theſe kingdoms. 
If they now deny it, by that very act they ceaſe to 
be ſubjects, and become rebels. But granting, for 
the ſake of argument, that Taxation is no part of 
the ſupremacy of Parliament, the very conduct of 
the Americans not only juſtifies, but even renders 
it abſolutely neceſſary, that a precedent ſhould be 
made. They own, © that their internal reſour- 
ces are great.” The inability of contributing to 
the neceſſities of a State, from whom they have 
derived their origin, their ſupport, their protec- 


tion, 
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tion, and their proſperity, is no longer a pretence ; 
and if they will give no Revenue as ſubjects, 
they owe a debt as allies. They affect to main- 
tain armies by land; they threaten to ſend fleets 
to ſea; they alledge, that their reſources are ca- 
pable of ſupporting a rebellion againſt the Mo- 
ther-Country ; yet they juſtify that rebellion by 
the demand made by the Mother-Country, for 


their bearing a part of their own rFuTURE Ex- 
PENCES. 


That the rFoRMER expences of America have 
drawn from Great-Britain an incredible treaſure, 
may be ſeen from the following authentic eſtimate. 


We ſhall begin this eſtimate with the acceſſion of 
the Houſe of Hanover to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms. 


From the year 1714 to the year 1775, FO 
the money veted by Parliament, for the 

forces employed in defence of the 

Colonies, amounts to - - - 8,779,925 3 11+ 
Grants in Parliament, for rewards, encou- 

ragement, and indemnification to the 


Americans, during the laſt war - - 1,081,771 11 91 
Bounties on American commodities to - 
the end of 1774 - -- = 1,609,345 3 97 


Sums granted to the Colonies, for the 
ſupport of their Civil Government and 


Provincial Force - - 3.835,90 7 4+ 
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Carried over, C. 15,306,942 6 11 


Extraordinary 
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| Brought over 1c,30 
Extraordinary expences for foe garri- 95 * 8 OD 

ſons, ordnance ftores, tranſports, car- 

riages, proviſions, may be eſtimated | 

equal to the expences of the forces = 8,779,925 3 115 
Expences of fleets and naval tations 

employed and eſtabliſhed in America | | 

for its defence may be eſtimated at - 10, 000, 000 00 oo 
Annual preſents to the American Indians, TENT: 

for abſtaining from hoſtilities againſt 

theColonies,and for the ceſſion of lands, 610,000 00 00 
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34.696, 867 10 10 


To this amazing ſum might be added, by 
implication, the other expences of the two laſt 
Wars. The roxuER of thoſe wars was undertaken 


for the protection of the American Commerce, 
or rather American SMUGGLING, to the Spaniſh 
Colonies. We entered into the LAT TER for the 
defence of the Coloniſts; we carried it on for their 
ſecurity; and terminated it for their solE advan- 
tage. The two laſt Wars have coſt this Country, 
at a moderate computation, ONE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY MILLIONS. To this extraordinary waſte 
of treaſure, what have the Colonies to oppoſe 
to balance the account? Is it a languid Com- 
merce; which ſcarcely makes its returns once 


in three years ? 


* 


We have heard much (indeed, a great deal too 


much) of this Commerce from factious men on 
; | both 
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both ſides of the Atlantic. This is the mighty 
engine which they wield over the heads of the ig- 
norant; the great bugbear with which they ter- 
rify the timid. To eſtimate the value of the Ame- 
rican trade with any degree of preciſion, is impoſſi- 
ble. The accounts kept in the Cuſtom-houſe 
are no authorities. When exports pay no duty, 
a door is opened to falſe entries. The vanity of 
ſome Merchants, the intereſt of others, too fre- 
quently induce them to magnify, beyond meaſure, 
the quantity of their export trade. Beſides, the 
mercantile abettors of American reſiſtance thought 
they ſerved the Colonies, whilſt they gratified 
their own private views. We may conclude, 
that the Commerce with North America has been 
greatly over-rated, as the TOTAL Loss of 1t has 
Nor affected this Kingdom. We ought, perhaps, 
to aſcribe to 1Ts INSIGNIFICANCE what we are 


taught to attribute to an INCREASE in other chan- 
nels of trade. 


Like all monopolies, the Commerce with 
North-America, ſuch as it has been, was much 
more profitable to the Merchant, than advanta- 
geous to the Manufacturer. One-third of this com- 
merce with any State in Europe (from which the 
returns are annual) would have brought equal 
profit to the manufacturer, and would have en- 
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4bled. him to employ an equal number of hands. 
Political impoſtors will not fail to advance magni- 
ficent fictions on this head, and the ignorant cannot 
ceaſe to give them credit. On a ſubje& where 
proofs are ſo difficult to be obtained, one may 


hazard a conjecture. The money expended by 


this Nation upon America, for the pRoTECTION 
of nrx inhabitants and the æxcoοο , of 
HER Commerce, would have been more than ſuffi- 
cient to purchaſe aLL the manufactures ever ex- 
ported from Great-Britain to the Colonies now 


in rebellion. I mean not to include, in this 


conjectural eſtimate, any ſums expended by us 
in any OTHER part of the world during the two 
laſt (truly American) Wars. 


? 

The Americans, with a degree of folly ſcarce 
excuſeable in the moſt conſummate ignorance, 
claim a merit with Great-Britain, for the Revenue 
ariſing from impoſts laid upon ſome of their com- 
modities, in THis Kingdom. The chief of theſe 
are Rice and Tobacco. The Revenue ariſing 


from Rice is ſo inſignificant that it ſcarce deſerves 


to be mentioned. It never amounted, at the 
higheſt computation, to ten thouſand pounds in 
any one year. Tobacco, when re-exported, pays 
no duty; and it is a matter of great doubt, 
whether the frauds committed in the drawbacks 

may 
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may not nearly balance the oſtenſible Revenue 
ariſing to the State from the home conſumption. 


But, granting a great Revenue ſhould ariſe from 
Rice and Tobacco to the State, what favour do 
we owe to our Colonies on that head? That Re- 
venue is paid by ouRSELVES. The Tax is on the 
Conſumer, and not upon the Planter. Should 
Siberia ſupply us with Rice and Tobacco, the 
price would not probably be greater to the Con- 
ſumer, nor the Revenue leſs to the State. If the 
Americans claim any merit from thoſe Taxes, 
what do we xor owe to the Emperor of China? 
The Revenue from Tea is much more conſiderable 
than that from Rice and Tobacco. A Congreſs 
at Pekin might accuſe us of ingratitude on this 
ſubject, with as much juſtice as the Aſſembly 
lately ſitting at Philadelphia. 


It is evident, from the. above ſtate of facts, that 
the Colonies have no claim to an exemption 
from Taxation, on account of any advantage that 
has accrued to this country from their commerce. 
But Taxation has now ceaſed to be any part of the 
diſpute. It goes to the whole authority of the 
Mother-Country. The Americans offer no longe, 
the very name of Obedience. But why ſhould I 
ſpeak of Obedience? This very ConGress, 

| N 2 | whoſe 
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vhoſe Deelaration is the ſubject of this diſquiſition, 
have paſſed a Vorz or InpzrenDENCE *, They 
have formed the plan of a Republican Govern- 
ment in their ſecret Councils. They have ſent 
circular copies of chat plan to all the Provinces, for 
the approbation of their Conſtituents. They have 
long acted as rebels, they now affect to contend 
as enemies. Their abettors in this Kingdom are 
no ſtrangers to their extravagant deſigns; yet, 
with pernicious effrontery, they avowedly deſert 
the intereſt, ſupremacy and glory of their Country, 
and dignify the fouleſt rebeltion with the title of 
4, GLORIOUS STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM, TD 


The Independence which they now openly aſſert, 
has been all along the object of the leaders of the 
infatuated Coloniſts. Ambitious Demagogues 
have led forward an ignorant Populace, ſtep by 


as A. 
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When this Vote was carried, the Provinces ſtood as follows: 


For Independence. {gainſt it. 
Maſaki, Bay fer ll 
Connecticut New jerſey 
| New-Hampſhire Lower Counties 
Pennſylvania ,' North Cardlina 
Virginia | Maryland; 
South- Carolina MF 


io TE Rhode-Iſland. : | 2's Cd ; 1 
This was the State of the Vote, on the firſt day. But, 
on the ſæcond day, Mr. Dickenſon, ATE REFLECTION. ON 
-H1s PILLOW, rettacted, and carried off the Pennſylvapia Dele- 
Bates. There being then an equality of voices, the queſtion 
vent off, for the tim. | 7 


ſtep, 


e 

ſtep, till their retreat from ruin is difficult, if not 
impoſſible.. To cover their own deſigns, the 
Congreſs affected, even ſo late as the month of 
July laſt, to offer conditions (too humiliating in- 
deed to be accepted), as grounds for a reconcilia- 
tion with the Mother-Country. They voted 
a Petition to the King, which was preſented to 
His Majeſty on the firſt of September. But inad- 
miſſible as the terms of the Petition were, the 
Congreſs were unwilling to truſt the fate of, their 
favourite Independence to the inſolence of their 
own demands. When they pretended to ſolicit 
the Throne for Peace, they endeavoured to make 
the breach between the Mother-Country and. 
America irreparable, by puſhing with vigour their 
rebellious war. | 


The Petition was the laſt Act of the Congreſs, 
before their adjournment» on the ſecond of Au- 
guſt. After this adjournment, and BzroRE they 
could poſſibly hear of the reception of their Pe- 
tition, St. John's was beſieged ; an attempt was 
made on Montreal ; a party under Arnold invaded 
Canada, by the way of Kennebec; and the fort of 
Bermuda was robbed of its gun-powder on the 
14th of Auguſt. On the 13th of the ſame morith 
the boat of the Aſia Man of War was burnt at 

New- 
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New-York ; a veſlel bringing proviſions to that 
al ſhared the ſame fate on the 5th of Septem- 
To ſhips were ſeized to the ſouthward, in 
45 month of Auguſt, by veſſels firted out in 
South-Carolina. In the firſt week of October 
Mr. Waſhington iſſued commiſſions to maſters of 
armed veſſels to cruize on the ſhips of Great- 


Britain, as againſt a foreign enemy. In the month 
of November, before any Bill of the ſame kind 
was brought into the Britiſh Partiament, the Pro- 
vincial Conventionsof the Northern Colonies paſſed 
pretended Acts, forbidding, under pain of death, 
every correſpondence Wet the People of Great- 
Britain; and appointing Judges in the various 
ports, 101 the condemnation of Britiſh captures. 


Such is the conduct of the Americans, to which 
that of Great-Britain has all along formed a ſtrik.- 
ing contraſt. With the indulgence and patience 
of a Parent, ſhe ſoothed, flattered, and even 
courted them to a reconciliation. In pity to the 
weakneſs, in condeſcenſion to the folly, in conſi- 
deration to the prejudices of a froward child, the 
held out the olive-branch, when ſhe ought, per- 
haps, to Fave ſtretched forth the rod of correc- 
tion. Her pity, her kindneſs, and affection, 
were loſt upon the Americans. They advanced 
rapidly from claim to claim, and conſtrued her 

forbearance 
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forbearance into timidity, Each Act chat v was 
| repealed furniſhed a ſubject for triumph, and not | 
an object for gratitude. Each conceſſion became | 
the foundation of ſome new demand, till, at. length, 
by aſſuming all to themſelves by rebellion, they 
left the Mother-Country nothing to beſtow. 


In this ſituation of affairs, De ds muſt 
purſue one of two lines of conduct, with regard to 
her refractory Colonies. She muſt either put up 


with the loſs of ALL her expence, and emancipate 
them for ever, or reduce them to that ſtate of de- 
pendence which ſubjects owe to the ſupreme au- 
thority in every Empire. As the latter line muſt 
of neceſſity be purſued, it ought to be purſued 
with a mixture of ſpirit and prudence. To be in 
every reſpe& in a condition to force equitable 
terms, is the beſt ſecurity for their being volun- | 
rarily offered. But ſhould terms be offered by 
the rebels, the Rios of Twis CounTry muſt be 
more regarded in the accommodation, than; the 
cLAIus of AMERICA.. To permit the Colonies to 
GAIN by one rebellion, is to ſow the ſeeds of 
another. But if the Colonies, as communities, are 
not permitted to gain by their refractory con- 
duct, I am far from wiſhing that individuals ſnould 
loſe any part of their rights as Britiſh ſubjects. 
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To propoſe a plan to the Americans, in their 
preſent political frenzy, would be to ſpeak to the 
winds. To make them Je/5 free than the other 
ſubjects of the State, can never be the deſgn of 
this Country. To obtain greater privileges, can 
ſcarcely be their own defean. If they are not 
madly bent on independence, let them propoſe 
the conditions on which they with to continue 
fubjects. But if they are to continue fubjects, 
they muſt perform their duty as ſuch, and con- 
tribute toward the expence of the State, for 
the general protection. The Legiſlature of this 
Kingdom cannot poflibly relinquiſh any part of its 
fupremacy over the Colonies, but it is in the 
power of the Colonies to ſhare in that ſupremacy. 
If they complain of being taxed without having 
the privilege of ſending Members to Parliament, 
let them be repreſented. Nay, more: Let their 
Repreſentation: increaſe in proportion to the Re- 
venue they ſhall furniſh. If they wiſh rather to 
vote their qvoTa towards the general ſupply, 
through their own General Courts and Afﬀemblies, 
the reſolution of Parliament on that ſubject is ſtill 


open to their choice, * 


But as long as they aſſume the language of a 
Sovereign State, this Kingdom can enter into no 
negociation, can meet no compromiſe. Nations, 

| 2 as 
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as well as individuals, have a character, a cer- 
tain dignity, which they muſt preſerve at the 
riſque of their exiſtence, Great-Britain has obey- 
ed the dictates of humanity beyond the limits 
preſeribed by her reputation. To tempt her 
further, is full of peril, as her indignation begins 
to riſe. She has long had reaſon to complain of 
American ingratitude; and ſhe will not bear longer 
with American injuſtice. The dangerous reſent- 
ment of a great people is ready to burſt forth. 
They already begin to aſk, with vehemence, Is 
this the return we ought to expect from Colo- 
nies, whom with parental indulgence we have 
. Cheriſhed in infancy, protected in youth, and reared 
to manhood ? Have we ſpent in their cayſe ſo 
much treaſure, and have they the ingratitude to 
refuſe to bear a ſmall portion of our burdens ? 
Have we ſpilt ſo much of the blood of their ene- 
mies, and do they repay us by imbruing their 
hands in our ow? The law of God and of Nature 
is on the ſide of an indulgent Parent againſt an 
undutiful Child; and ſhould neceſſary correction 
render him incapable of future offence, he has 
only his own obſtinacy and folly to blame, 
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An ACCOUNT of what SUMS have been GRANTED to the Different PROV] 
ESTIMATES for the SUPPORT of the CIVIL GOVERNMENT of each PROVINCE, diſtinguiſhing each Year. And alfo of what 
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NCES in NORTH-AMERICA, as far as appears from the 


. 


SUMS have, been GRANTED for the SUPPORT of the PROVINCIAL FORCES in NOR TH- AMERICA. » 


? 


| NEW-YORK. 


Forces. 
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337.955 7 8 


CAROLINA. 


Not diſtinguiſhed whe- 
ther North or South. 
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Settling and Securing, 
„ ts 
26,000 © o 
10,000 O 0 
20, 00 0 o 
8,000 © o 
2c, © o 
4,000 © o 
10,000 o o 
12,000 0 0 
4,000 © o 
$2304 1 
5.304 3 4 
4,000 © 0 
2,000 © O 
18,128 19 13 
2,957 10 0 
35857 10 © 
30,000 O 0 
3557 10 © 
4,057 19 0 
4,057 10 O 
4-057 10 © 
4,057 10 0 
4.36 © © 
45031 8 8 
2,066 o © 
3.986 © 0 
9 0 0 
3.986 © © 
4,236 0 o 
2,056 0 o 
3.086 © o 
4156 © o 
3.086 0 o 
3,086 0 0 
3,086 0 0 

250,913 3 93 


GEORGIA. 


Military. 


. 


3,07 15 94 
3507117 6 


87.724 2 2 
26,400 12 11 
2,445 10 0 
2,445 10 o 
2,445 10 © 


| 130,064 8 4 
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An ACCOUNT of MONEY Voted for the 
FORCES employed in the Defence of AMERICA | 
fince the ACCESSION of the FAMILY of 1 
HANOVER; diſtinguiſhing each Tax. 
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The Sums granted for the extraordinary 


Expences of the Army, Forts, Ordnance 


Stores, Tranſports, Carriages, Provi- | 


ſions, are ſo much diſperſed through 
the Accounts of the various Offices, 
that it was found very difficult, if not 
impoſſible, to extract the particulars, 
The general Eſtimate is 


The ſame Obſewation may be made with 


regard to the Navy. The Expences of 
the Ships employ'd in North-America, 
are ſo much blended with the other Ex- 
pences of the Navy, that it is impoſ- 
ſible to ſeparate them. At the moſt 
moderate Computation they may be 
eſtimated at - 


Money laid out in Indian Preſents, in hold- 


Bounty on Indico from 


ing Congreſſes, and in purchaſing ceſ- 
ſions of land, may be eſtimated at 


1. Jo PA 


8,779,925 3 11; 


10,000,000 o © 


610,000 o o 


— 


An Account of Bounties on American Commodities. 


1749 to 1773 paid by 


E 


I 


Great Britain - 5 145,022 3 42 
Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid under the Act 
of 4 Geo, III. ch. 26. from 1766 to 1772 5.560 8 72 
Bounty on Importation Uf Naval S:ores | 
from America, yurſuant to the Act of the 
3d of Queen Amr; from 1706 to 1729 430,178 4 6 
Under the Act of 24 Geo i, from 1729 to 
| 1,028,584 7 3 


Total of money laid out by Great-Britain 
on the Revolted Provinces, ſince the 


. 
1 


1 8 
% 
** 


1774 2 2 


FS 


Raw dilk 

Pipe Staves Ay 
Hogſhead Staves, 
Barrel Staves © 


HBeſices ocher Bounzigs, granted on 
WS 
+ * 


1,009,345 3 92 


Pipe, Hogſhead, or Barrel- Heading. 


Acceſſion of the Houſe of Hanover 34,697,142 10 10 
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ACTS eftabliſhing the SUPREMACY of PARLIAMENT 
over AMERICA. 

1. By 12 Ch. II. ch, 18, anno 1660. Tobacco not to be 
tranſported from America, except to England, or Plantations 
belonging to his Majeſty, under the penalty of forfciting ſhip 
and goods, &c. | 

2. By 15 Ch. IT. No European goods to be imported into 
any of the Plantations, except on Engliſli-built ſhips, whereof the 
maſter and three-fourths of the men are Engliſh.---Duty laid on 
ſea-coals ſent to the Plantations, by the roth ſection of ſaid AR. 

By 22 and 23 Ch. II. Plantation goods not to be carried 
to Ireland, and penalties inflicted for unloading them, other- 
wiſe than in England, | 


3. By 25th Ch. II. The exportation of Plantation commo- 
dities farther reſtrained, | | 


4. By 13 and 14 Ch. II. ſec. 12. Same reſtraints extend 
to Molaſſes and Rice. 

By 7 and 8 Wm. III. ſec. 16. An Act for preventing Frauds, 
and regulating the Plantation-trade-- Section 15 prohibits any 
body, claiming lands by Charter or Letters-patent on the 
Continent of America, from ſelling their property to an 
perſon, otherwiſe than natural-born ſubjects of knoland, Ire- 
land, Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, without the 
conſent of his Majeſty, heirs, and ſucceſſors. 

By 7 and 8 Wm, III. ſec. 6. Officers of Cuſtoms to have 
the ſame power in America, as in England,---Sec. g dire&s 
that all By-laws and Cuſtoms in America contrary to ſaid Act, 
or any other Act to be made in England, ſhall be void. 


8 Geo. I. ch. 15. ſec. 24. Furs required to be brought 
from the Plantations to Great Britain, | 


5 G. II. ch. 7. Lands in the Plantations made liable 
to the payment of Debts. 


5 G. II. ch. 22. Hats not to be exported from one Plag« 
tation to another. 


13 Geo, II. ch. 7. Naturalizing all Foreigners, even Jews, 
who ſhall reſide ſeven years in the Colonies. 


' ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS, 


In Ar. GRENVvILLE's Administration. 


% 


4 G. III. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations declared void. 9 


Under the Adminiſtration of Lord/ROCKINGHAM and 5 


the Duke of GRA Fron. 
6. Geo. III. c. 2. The Declaratory Act of the Supremacy of 
Great-Britain. | 
7 G. III. ch. 41. Cuſtoms and Duties in the Britiſh 


Colonies put under the management of the Commiſſioners 
reiding there, Under 
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Under the Adminiſtration of Lord CHATHAM and the 
Duke of GRAFTON. 


7 Geo. III. c.*59. Suſpending all proceedings of the 
Council of New York, till proviſion be made for the Briciſh 
troops. 

8 Geo. III. ch. 22. AR for more eaſy recovery of Penal- 
ties inflicted by the Acts relating to Trade, and the Revenues 
in the Plantations, | 


ACTS T PARLIAMENT for impoſing Taxes 
| on America. % 

12 Ch. 1I. ch. 4. Tonnage and Poundage extended to all 
his Majeſty's Dominions, without exception. 

25 Ch. II. ch. 7. ſec. 2. If Bonds are not given to land 
the goods imported from America, in England, &c. then 
ſeveral duties to be impoſed, collected under the direction 
the Officers of the Cuſtoms in England. y 

9 Ann. ch. 10.—Poſt-Office. _ 

9 Ann. ch. 27. Lays a duty on Prize goods carried 
to America. 

3 Geo. II. ch. 28. ſec. 25. The Half-Subfidy to be paid 
on Rice from Carolina to Cape Finiſterre—8 Geo. II. ch. 1 
The ſame extended to Georgia, and continued down by ſub 
quent Acts. | 

6 Geo. II. ch. 13. Upon the Importation of Rum, Sugar, 
and Molaſſes into America, ſeveral duties to be paid. 


ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS. 
In Mr. GRENVILLE's Adminiſtration. 


4 Geo. III. ch. 15, Certain Rates and Duties on foreign 
goods imported into the Colonies, 
5 Geo, III. Poſtage of Letters. 


In the Adminiſtration of Lord ROCKINGHAM and the 
. Duke of GRAFTON. 
6 Geo. III. ch. 52. Alterations made in the AR of the 4th 
of Geo, III. 


In the Adminiſtration of Lord CHATHAM and the 
| Duke of GRAFTON. 
7 Geo. III. ch. 46. Duties laid on the importation of cer- 
tain goods im into the Colonies. 


Under Lord NokTH's Adminiſtration. 


10 Geo. III. The above Act repealed, except as to Tow. a 


A 
DECLARATION 
3 THE 
REPRESENTATIVES 
| OF THE 


UNITED COLONIES or NORTH AMERICA, 


NOW MET IN 


GENERAL CONGRESS Ar PHILADELPHIA, 


FEET TING FORTH 


Taz CAUSES ano NECESSITY oy THEIR TAKING UP ARMS. 


I it was poſſible for men who exerciſe their reaſon to 
believe, that the Divine Author of our exiſtence in- 
tended a part of the human race to hold an abſolute pro- 
perty in, and an unbounded power over others, marked 
out by his infinite goodneſs and wiſdom as the objects of 
a legal domination, never rightfully reſiſtible, however 
ſ-vere and oppreſſive; the inhabitants of theſe Colonies 
might at leaſt require from the Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain {ome evidence, that this dreadful authority over 
them has been granted to that body, But a reverence 
for our Great Creator, principles of humanity, and the 
dictates of common ſenſe, muſt convince all thoſe who 
reflect upon the ſubjet, that Government was inſtituted 
to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be 
adminiſtered for the attainment of that end, ay 
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flature of Great Britain, however, ſtimulated by an in- 
ordinate paſſion for a power not only unjuſtifiable, but 
which they know to 'be- peculiarly reprobated by the 
very conſtitution of that Kingdom, and deſperate of fuc- 
ceſs in any mode of conteſt, where regard ſhould be had 
to truth, law, or right, have at length, deſerting thoſe, 
attempted to effect their cruel and impolitic purpoſe of 
enſlaving theſe Colonies by viglence, and haye thereby 
rendered it neceſſary for us to cloſe with their laſt appeal 
from reaſon to arms. — Vet, howeyer blinded that Aſſem- 
bly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimited do- 
mination, ſo to ſlight juſtice and the opinion of man- 
kind, we - eſteem ourſelves bougd by obligations of 
reſpect to the reſt of the world, to make known the juſtice 
of our cauſe. * A 20S, 


Our forefathers, inhabitants of the iſland of Great 
Britain, left their native land, to ſeek on theſe ſhores a 
reſidence for civil and religious freedom. At the expence 
of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes, with- 
out the Jeaſt charge to the country from which they re- 
moved, by unceaſing labour, and an-unconquerable ſpi- 
rit, they effected ſettlements in the diſtant and inhoſpita- 
ble wilds of America, then filled with numerous and 
warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or govern- 
ments, veſted with perfect legiſlatures, were formed 
under Charters from the Crown, and an harmonious 
intercourſe was eſtabliſhed between the Colonies and 
the Kingdom from which they derived their origin, The 
mutual benefits of this union became in a ſhort time ſa 
extraordinary, as to excite aſtoniſhment, It is univer- 
ſally confeſſed, that the amazing increaſe of the wealth, 
ſtrength, and navigation of the realm aroſe from this 
ſource; and the Miniſter who ſo wiſely and ſucceſsfully 
directed the meaſures of Great-Britain in the late war, 
publickly declared, that theſe Colonies enabled her to 
triumph over her enemies. Towards the concluſion 
of that war it pleaſed our Sovereign to make a change 
in his Councils, -From that fatal moment the affairs 
of the Britiſh Empire began to fall into confuſion, and 
gradually fliding from the ſummit of glorious proſperity 
to which they had been advanced by the virtues and 
abilities of one man, are at length diſtracted by the 

| convulſions 


[ 105 J 


convulſions that now ſhake it to its deepeſt foundation. 


The new Miniſtry finding the brave foes of Britain, 


though frequently defeated, yet ſtill contending, took 
up the unfortunate idea of granting them a haſty peace, 


and of then ſubduing her faithful friends. 


Theſe devoted Colonies were judged to be in ſuch a 


ſtate, as to preſent victories without bloodſhed, and all 
the eaſy emoluments of ſtatuteable plunder. The un- 
interrupted tenor of their peaceable and reſpectful beha- 
viour from the beginning of Colonization, their dutiful, 
zealous, and uſeful ſervices during the war, tho' ſo 
recently and amply acknowledged in the moſt honour- 
able! manner by his Majeſty, by the late King, and 
by Patliament, could not ſave them from the meditated 
innovations. Parliament was influenced to adopt the 
pernicious project, and aſſuming a new power over them, 
have, in the courſe of eleven years, given ſuch deciſive 
ſpecimens of the ſpirit and conſequences attending this 
power, as to leave no doubt concerning the effects of 
acquieſcence under it. They have undertaken to give and 
grant our money without our conſent, tho' we have ever 
exerciſed an excluſive right to diſpoſe of our own pro- 
perty. Statutes have been paſſed for extending the juriſ- 
dition of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-Admiralty be- 
yond their antient limits, for depriving us of the ac- 
cuſtomed and ineſtimable privilege of trial by Jury in 
caſes affecting both life and property; for ſuſpending the 
Legiſlature of one of the Colonies; for interdicting all 
commerce of another; and for altering fundamentally 
the form of government, eſtabliſhed by charter, and 
ſecured by Acts of its own Legiſlature ſolemnly con- 
firmed by the Crown; for exempting the“ Murderers” 
of Coloniſts from legal trial, and, in effect, from puniſh- 
ment ; for. erecting in a neighbouring Province, ac- 
quired by the joint arms of Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca, a deſpotiſm dangerous to our very exiſtence ; and for 
quartering ſoldiers upon the Coloniſts in time of pro- 
found peace. It has alſo been reſolved in Parliament, 


that Coloniſts charged with committing certain offences, 


ſhall be tranſported to England to be tried. 
P But 
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But why ſhould we enumerate our injuries in detail? 
By one Statute it is declared, that Parliament can © of 
$ right. make Jaws to bind us in all cafes whatſoever.” 
What is to defend us againſt ſo enormous, ſo unlimited 
a power? Not a ſingle man of thoſe who aſſume it, 
is Choſen by us, or is ſubject to our controul or influ- 
ence; but, on the contrary, they are all of them exempt 
from the operation of ſuch laws; and an American reve- 
nue, if not diverted from the aſtenſible purpoſes for 
which it is raiſed, would actually lighten their own bur- 
dens in proportion as they increaſe ours. We ſaw the 
miſery to which ſuch deſpotiſm would reduce us. We 
for ten yeags inceſſantly and ineffectually beſieged the 
Throne as ſupplicants; we reaſoned, we remonſtrated 
with Parliament in the moſt mild and decent language. 
But Adminiſtration, ſenſible that we ſhould regard theſe 
oppreſſive meaſures as freemen ought to do, ſent over 
fleets and armies to enforce them, The indignation of 
the Americans was rouſed, it is true; but it was the in- 
dignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affectionate people. 
A Congreſs of Delegates from the United Colonies was 
aſſembled at Philadelphia, on the 5th day of laſt Septem- 
ber, We reſolved again to offer an humble and dutiful 
Petition to the King, and alſo addreſſed our fellow-ſub- 
jects of Great-Britain, We have purſued every tempe- 
rate, every reſpectful meaſure ; we have even proceeded 
to break off our commercial intercourſe with our fellow- 
ſubjects, as the laſt peaceable admonition, that our attach- 
ment to no nation upon earth ſhould ſupplant our at- 


tachment to liberty. This we flattered ourſelves was 


the ultimate ſtep of the controverſy ; but the ſubſequent 
events have ſhewn, how vain is this hope of finding mo- 
deration in our enemies. 

Several threatening expreſſions againſt the Colonies 
were inſerted in his Majeſty's Speech. Our Petition, 
though we were told it was a decent one, that his 
Majeſty had been pleaſed to receive it graciouſly, and 
to promiſe laying it before his Parliament, was huddled 
into both Houſes amongſt a bundle of American papers, 
and there neglected, The Lords and Commons in their 
Addreſs, in the month of February, ſaid, That © a re- 
t bellion at that time actually exiſted within the Pro- 
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ce vi of Maſſachuſet's Bay ;, and that thoſe con- 
cerned in it had been countenanced and encouraged 
by unlawful combinations and engagements, entered 
into by his Majeſty's ſubjects in ſeveral of the other 
<« Colonies; and therefore they beſought his Majeſty, 
that he would take the moſt effectual meaſures to en- 
force due obedience to the Jaws and authority of the 
„ Supreme Legiſlature.” Soon after the commercial 
intercourſe of whole Colonies, with foreign countries, 
and with each other, was cut off by an Act of Parlia- 
ment; by another, ſeveral of them were entirely prohi- 
bited from the fiſheries in the ſeas near their coaſts, 
on which they always depended for their ſuſtenance ; 
and large reinforcements of ſhips and troops were im- 
mediately ſent over to General Gage. SS: 


Fruitleſs were all the entreaties, arguments and elo- 
quence of an illuſtrious band of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ſtrenuouſly aſſerted 
the juſtice of our cauſe, to ſtay or even to mitigate the 
heedleſs fury with which theſe accumulated and unex- 
ampled outrages were hurried on. Equally fruitleſs was 
the interference of the City of London, of Briſtol, and 
many other reſpectable towns, in our favour.  Parlia- 
ment adopted an infidious manceuvre, calculated to di- 
vide us, to eſtabliſh a perpetual auction of taxations, where 
Colony ſhould bid againſt Colony, all of them uninform- 
ed what ranſom ſhould redeem their lives; and thus to 
extort from us, at the point of the bayonet, the un- 
known ſums that ſhould be ſufficient to gratify, if poſſi- 
ple to gratify, Miniſterial rapacity, with the miſerable 
indulgence left to us of raiſing in our own mode the 
preſcribed tribute. What terms more rigid and humili- 
ating could have been dictated by remorſeleſs victors to 
conquered enemies? In our circumitances, to accept 
them would be to deſerve them. 


Soon after the intelligence of theſe proceedings arrived 
on this Continent, General Gage, who in the courſe of 
the Jaſt year had taken poſſeſſion of the town of Boſton, 
in the province of Maſiachuſer's-Bay, and ftill occupied 
it as a garriſon, on the 19th day of April ſent out from 
that place a large detachment of his army, who made an 
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unprovoked aſſault on the inhabitants of the ſaid province, 
at the town of Lexington, as appears by the affidavits of 
a great number of perſons, ſome of whom were officers 
and ſoldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the 
inhabitants, and wounded many others. From thence 
the troops proceeded in warlike array to the town of 


Concord, where * upon another party of the inha- 


bitants of the ſame Province, killing ſeveral, and wound- 
ing more, until compelled to retreat by the country 


people ſuddenly aſſembled to repel this cruel aggreſſion. 
FHoſtilities thus commenced by the Britiſh troops, have 


been ſince proſecuted by them without regard to faith 
or reputation. The inhabitants of Boſton being con- 


fined within that town by the General their Governor, 


and having in order to procure their diſmiſſion entered 


into a treaty with him, it was ſtipulated that the ſaid 


inhabitants, having depoſited their arms with their own 
Magiſtrates, ſhould have liberty to depart, taking with 
them their other effects. They accordingly delivered 
up their arms ; but in open violation of honour, in de- 
fiance of the obligation of treaties, which even ſavage 
nations eſteem ſacred, the Governor ordered the arms 
depoſited as aforeſaid, that they might be preſerved for 
their owners, to be ſeized by a body of ſoldiers ; de- 
tained the greateſt part of the inhabitants in the town, 


and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to 
leave their moſt valuable effects behind. 


By this perfidy wives are ſeparated from their huſ- 
bands, children from their parents, the aged and ſick 


from their relations and friends, who wiſh to attend 


and comfort them; and thoſe who have been uſed to live 
in plenty, and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable 
diſtreſs. ; 


The General, further emulating his Miniſterial maſ- 
ters, by a proclamation, bearing date on the 12th day 
of June, after venting the groſſeſt falſehoods and calum- 
nies againſt the good people of theſe Colonies, proceeds 
to declare them all, either by name or deſcription, 
c to be rebels and traitors, to ſuperſede the courſe of 
« the common law, and inſtead thereof to publiſh and 
« order the uſe and exerciſe of the law martial.” His 
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troops have butchered our countrymen ; have wantonly 
burnt Charles T'own, beſides a conſiderable number of 
houſes in other places; our ſhips and veſſels are ſeized ; 
the neceſſary ſupplies of proviſions are intercepted, and he 
is exerting his utmoſt power to' ſpread deſtruction and 
deyaſtation around him. 


We have received certain intelligence, that General 
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is inſtigating the 
people of that Province and the Indians to fall upbn us; 
and we have but too much reaſon to apprehend, that 
ſchemes have been formed to excite domeſtic enemies 
againſt us. In brief, a part of theſe Colonies now feels, 
and all of them are ſute of feeling, as far as the vengeance 
of Adminiſtration can inflict them, the complicated cala- 
mities of fire, ſword and famine. We are reduced to the 
alternative of chuſing an unconditional ſubmiſſion to the 
tyranny of irritated Miniſters, or reſiſtance by force. 

he latter is our choice, We have counted the coſt 
of this conteſt, and find nothing fo dreadful as volun- 
tary ſlavery. Honour, juſtice and humanity, forbid us 
tamely to ſurrender that freedom. which we received 
from our gallant anceſtors, and which our innocent 
poſterity have a right to receive from us. We cannot 
endure the infamy and guilt of reſigning ſucceeding 
generations to that wretchedneſs which inevitably awaits 
them, if we baſely entail hereditary bondage upon them. 


Our cauſe is juſt : our union is perfect: our internal 
reſources are great, and if neceſſary, foreign aſſiſtance 
is undoubtedly attainable, We gratefully acknowledge, 
as ſignal inſtances of Divine favour towards us, that his 
Providence would not permit us to be called into this ſe- 
vere controverſy, until we were grown up to ow 
preſent ſtrength, had been previouſly exerciſed in warlike 
operations, and poſſeſſed of the means of defending our- 
ſelves. With hearts fortified with theſe animating reflec- 
tions, we moſt ſolemnly before God and the world de- 
clare, that, exerting the utmoſt energy of thoſe powers 
which our beneficent Creator hath graciouſly beſtowed 
upon us, the arms we have been compelled by our ene- 
mies to aſſume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, 
| with 


A ˙ . 


(i and 1 


with unabating firmneſs and perſeverance, employ for the 
preſervation of our liberties, being with one mind reſolved 
to die freemen rather than to live ſlaves. 


friends and fellow- ſubjects in any part of the empire, we 
aſſure them, that we mean not to diſſolve that union 
which has ſo long and ſo happily ſubſiſted between us, 

and which we ſincerely wiſh to ſee reſtored, Neceſſity 
| has not yet driven us into that deſperate meaſure, or in- 
duced us to excite any other nation to war againſt 
them. We have not raiſed armies with ambitious deſigns 
of ſeparating from Great Britain, and eſtabliſhing in- 
dependent ſtates. We fight not for glory or for con- 
queſt, We exhibit to mankind the remarkable ſpectacle 
of a people attacked by unprovoked enemies, without 
any imputation, or even ſuſpicion of offence, They 
boaſt of their privileges and civilization, and yet profter 
no milder conditions than ſervitude or death. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


nA an Declaration ſhould diſquiet the minds of our 


1 In our own native land, in deſener of the freedom 
1 that is our birthright, and which we ever enjoyed till 
| the late violation of it ; for the protection of our property, 
1 acquired ſolely by the honeſt indyſtry of our forefathers 
| | and ourſelves, againſt violence actually offered, we 
| have taken up arms. We ſhall lay them down when 
hoſtilities ſhall ceaſe on the part of the aggreſſors, and 
all danger of their being renewed ſhall be removed 


OS 
—and not before. 


With an humble confidence in the mercies of the Su- 
preme and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerſe, 
we moſt devoutly implore his divine goodneſs to con- 
duct us happily through this great conflict, to diſpoſe 
our adverſaries to reconciliation on reaſonable terms, 
and thereby to relieve the Empire from the calamities of 
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Civil war, | 
By Order of Concress, 
JOHN HANCOCK, PaesmzExr. 
Atteſted, 


CHARLES THOMPSON, SECRETARY. 
Philadelphia, July 6, 1775. 


>. 
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Since the firſt Publication of the preceding | 
Pamphlet, the following Articles came to the 
hands of the Author. If any additional proof i 
was neceſſary to eſtabliſh the juſtneſs of his | 
obſervations on the REAL DESIGNS of the l 
Americans, he apprehends it is furniſhed by | 
this Paper. The Reader is requeſted to com- 


pare. the concluding Article, with the late Il 
ſpeeches of a certain © IIluſtrious Band,” in is 
both Houſes of Parliament. 
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ARTICLES of Conrzvtration and PER PE. 
TUAL Union, entered into by the DELEOATES = 
of the ſeveral Colonies of Nzew HampysmiRe, © | 
MassacHustTTs, &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. | 
&c, &c. &c. &c. in General Congreſs met at 1 
PaiLaDELPHIA, May roth, 1775. | | 


ARTICLESL 


HE name of this Confederacy ſhall henceforth be, The 1 
United Colonies of North America. | | 


It, | 


The United Colonies hereby ſeverally enter into a firm |] 
League of Friendſhip with each other, binding on themſelves 11 
and their poſterity, for their common defence againſt their 
enemies, for the ſecurity of their liberties and properties, the 


ſafety 
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fafety of their perſons and families, and their mutual and ge- 
neral welfare. | - 


III. 


That each Colony ſhall enjoy and retain as much as it may 
think fit of its own preſent laws, cuſtoms, rights, privileges, 
and peculiar juriſdictions, within its own limits; and may amend 

its own conſtitution, as ſhall ſeem beſt to its own Aſſembly or 

Convention. 0 8 a 


IV. 


That for the more convenient management of general intereſts, 
Delegates ſhall be elected annually in each Colony, to meet in 
General Congreſs, at ſuch time and place as ſhall be agreed on in 
the next preceding Congreſs, Only where particular ci - 
ſtances do not make a deviation neceſſary, it is underſtood to be 
= rule, That each ſucceeding Congreſs is to be held in a diffe- 
rent Colony, till the whole number be gone through, and ſo in 


perpetual rotation; and that accordingly, the next Congreſs af- 
ter the preſent ſhall be held at Annapolis, in Maryland, 


| V. 
That the power and duty of the Congreſs ſhall extend to the 


determining on war and peace, the entering into alliances, the 
reconciliation with Great Britain, ſettling all diſputes between 
Colony and Colony, if any ſhould ariſe, and the planting new 
Cofonies where proper. The Congreſs ſhalt alſo make ſuch 
general ordinances as _— o be neceſſary for the general wel- 
fare, which particular afſenes cannot be competent, but 
thoſe that may relate to our general commerce or general cur- 
rency, to the eſtabliſhment of poſts, the regulation of our com- 
mon forces : the Congreſs ſhall alſo have the appointment of all 
Officers civil and military, appertaining to the General Confe- 
deracy, ſuch as General Treaſurer, Secretary, &c. &c. &c. 


VI. 


All charges of wars, and all other general expences to be in- 
curred for the common welfare, ſhall be defrayed out of a 
common treaſury, which is to be ſupplied by each Colony, in 
proportion to its number of male polls between 16 and 60 years 
of age : the taxes for paying that proportion are to be laid and 
levied by the laws of each Colony. 


VII. 


The number of Delegates to be elected, and ſent to the 
Congreſs by ca h Colony, ſhall be regulated, from time to 
time, 


inn 


time, by the number of ſuch polls returned; ſo as that one De- 
legate be allowed for every 5000 polls. And the Delegates are 
to bring with them to every Congreſs, an authenticated return 
of the number of polls in their reſpeftive - Colonies, Which is Y 
to be taken for the purpoſes above-mentipned, 
Bf AR | VIII. 8 

At every meeting of the Congreſs, one half of the Members 
returned, excluſive of Proxies, ſhall be neceſſary to make a 
Quorum ; and each Delegate at the Congreſs ſhall have a vote 
in all caſes ; and, if — abſent, ſhall be allowed to aps 
point any other Delegate from the ſame Colony to be his Proxy, 
who may vote for him. 5 

An Executive Council ſhall be appointed by the Congreſs . 
out of their own body, conſiſting of 12 perſons; of whom, in. 
the firſt appointment, one third, viz, four, ſhall be for one 
year, four for two years, and four for three years; and as the 
ſaid terms expire, the vacancies ſhall be filled up by appoint- 
ments for three years, whereby one-third of the Members will 
be changed annually ; and each perſon who has ſerved the ſame 
term of three years as Counſellor, ſhall have a reſpite of three 
years, before he can be elected again. This Council, of whom 
two-thirds ſhall be a Quorum, in the receſs of the Congreſs, is 
to execute what ſhall have been enjoined thereby; to manage 
the General Continental buſineſs and intereſts, to receive ap- 
plications from foreign countries, to prepare matters for the con- 
ſideration of the Congreſs, to fill up fro tempore Continental 
Offices that fall vacant, and to draw on the General Treaſurer 
for ſuch monies as may be neceſſary. for general ſervices, and 
appropriated by the Congreſs to ſuch ſervices, ” 


X, 


No Colony ſhall engage in an offenſive war with any nation 


of Indians, without the conſent of the Congreſs, or great Coun- | 


cil above mentioned, who are firſt to conſider the juſtice and 
neceſſity of ſuch war. | 1 | If) | 
a — 2 : - XI. | a | +: 
A perpetual alliance offenſive and defenſive is to be entered | 
into, as ſoon as may, with the Six Nations; their limits aſ- | 
certained, and to be ſecured to them ; their lands not to bs | 
encroached on, nor any private or Colony purchaſe to be,mads 


of them hereafter to be held good, ner any contract for lands 
o be made, but between the great Council of the Indians at 


Onondega 9 
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Onondega and the General Congreſs. The boundaries and 
lands ”; all the other Indians ſhall alſo be aſcertained and ſe- 
cured to them in the ſame manner ; and perſons appointed to 
reſide among them in proper Diſtricts, who ſhall take care to 
prevent injuſtice in the trade with them ; and be enabled at 
our general expence, by occaſional ſmall ſupplies, to relieve their 
— wants and diſtreſſes; and all purchaſes from them ſhall 


by the Congreſs, for the general advantage and benefit of 
the United Colonies, 


XII. 


As all new inſtitutions may have imperfections, which 
only time and experience can diſcover, it 1s agreed, that the 
General Congreſs, from time to time, ſhall propoſe ſuch 
amendments of this conſtitution as may be found neceſſary, 
which being approved by a majority of the Colony Aſſemblies, 
ſhall be equally binding with the-reſt of the Articles of this Con- 
federation. 


XIII. 

Any and every Colony from Great Britain upon the Conti- 
nent of North America, not at preſent engaged in our Aſſo- 
ciation, may, upon application and joining the ſaid Aſſocia- 
tion, be received into the Confederation, viz. Quebec, St. 

8, Nova Scotia, Bermudas, and the Eaſt and Weſt Florida's, 
and ſhall thereupon be entitled to all the advantages of our 
union, mutual aſſiſtance, and commerce. 


Theſe Articles ſhall be propoſed to the ſeveral Provincial 
Conventions or Aſſemblies, to be by them conſidered ; and, if 
approved, they are adviſed to empower their Delegates to agree 
and ratify the ſame in the enſuing Congreſs ; after which the 
union thereby eſtabliſhed is to continue firm, till the terms of 
reconciliation propoſed in the Petition of the laſt Congreſs to the 
King are agreed to; till the Acts, ſince made, reſtraining the 
American commerce and fiſheries, are repealed; till reparation 
is made for the injury done to Boſton by ſhutting up its ports; 
for burning Charleftown, and for the expence of this unjuſt 
warz and till all the Britiſh troops are withdrawn from Ame- 
rica, On the arrival of theſe events, the Colonies are to return 
to their former connections and friendſhip with Great Britain ; 
but on failure thereof, this Confederation is to be perpetual, 


WHEREAS 


„ 


WHEREAS it hath pleaſed God to bleſs theſe Countries with 
a moſt plentiful harveſt, whereby much corn and other pro- 


viſions can be ſpared to foreign Nations who may want the 
ſame : 


Reſolved, That, after the expiration of ſix months from the 
20th July inſtant, being the day appointed by a late Act of Par- 
liament of Great Britain; for reſtraining the Trade of the 
Confederate Colonies, all Cuſtom Houſes therein (if the ſaid Act 
be not firſt repealed) ſhall be ſhut up, and all the officers of 
the ſame diſcharged from the execution of their ſeveral functions; 
and declared to be thenceforth open to the ſhips of every State in 
Europe that will admit our commerce, and protect it; who 
may bring in and expoſe to ſale, free of all duties, their reſpective 
produce and manufactures, and every kind of merchandiſe, 
excepting Teas, and the merchandiſe of Great Britain, Ireland, 
and the Britiſh Weſt India Iſlands, | 


Reſolved, That we will, to the utmoſt of our power, maintain 
and ſupport this freedom of commerce for two years certain after 
its commencement, any reconcihation between us and Great- 
Britain notwithſtanding, and as much longer beyond that term 
as the late Acts of Parliament for reſtraining the commerce 
and fiſheries, and diſallowing the laws and charters of any of 
the Colonies, ſhall continue unrepealed. ; 
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A FURTHE AX 
REFUTATTON 
3 
DOC. TOR FaREGES 
STATE of the NATIONAL DEBT. 


HE conteſt between Great-Britain and her 

1 Colonies has produced, among other evils, a 
deluge of ſpeculative publications, calculated to 
bewilder the weak, and to impoſe upon the igno- 
rant. Several Writers, either biaſſed by party or 
ſwayed by vanity, have enliſted themſelves under 


the banners of rebellion, and, with a ſtrange per- 


verſion of argyment, attempt to juſtify the con- 
duct of the Coloniſts, upon the principles of rea- 
ſon and civil liberty. Having formed, in their 
diſtempered imaginations, ſome wild theories of 
polity, they preſume to judge of the degree of 
freedom in Government, in proportion to its de- 
parture from their own inadmiſſible maxims. ; 


Of theſe fanciful abettors of American reſiſtance, 


the lateſt and the moſt violent is Dr. PRxicx, who 


R has 


4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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has given to the Public a Pamphlet, which 


Ax calls © Obſervations on the Nature of Civil 


Liberty, the Principles of Government, and the 
« Juſtice and Policy of the American War.” 


"Theſe Ons kRvarioxs, where they are merely ſpe- 


culative, may be fafely truſted to the common 
ſenſe of mankind, without any reply. It is ſuffi- 
cient here to remark, that the naTuRE of the Doc- 
tor's CIVIL liberty is too UNNATURAL to have ever 


exiſted in any crviL ſociety whatſoever ; that his 


PRINCIPLES of Government are too viſionary even 
for theory, and, therefore, utterly incompatible 
with practice ; that, inſtead of finding either juſ- 
tice or palicy in the American war, he invites 
Great-Britain to be aiding and abetting to the 
ſcheme of American Independence; and all this, 


that the Doctor himſelf, and his Party, may 


have a place to © FLY To,” when corruption and 
deſpotiſm ſhall overwhelm this devoted King- 
dom. | | 


To ſhew that the xuix of the Kingdom and the 


re FLIGHT of the political ELECT are not 
diſtant objects, Dr. Price has furniſhed the Pub- 


lic with a deplorable sraTE of the NaTIonaL 

DEBT, after having done his utmoſt to © haſten 

the ſtrides of approaching Bankruptcy,” by 
throwing. 
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throwing diſcredit on Paper-currency and the 
Bank of England. The proofs produced by the 
Doctor to eſtabliſh theſe melancholy facts, are 
equally concluſive with his arguments. There 
exiſts r- Nun in this Kingdom, “be- 
<« cauſe the People at large” (females as well as 
males) © do not meet in one general Eouncil, and 
determine upon all public meaſures.” Paper- 
currency deſerves no credit, as it © repreſents no- 
thing but ſpecie:” This Country ſhould humble 
herſelf in the duſt at the feet of Amerzga, and give 
up all her Rights to her Colonies, © becayſe the 
« Earl of Shelburne ſaid ſo in the Houſe of 
« Lords ;” and Great-Britain muſt immediately 
fink under the intolerable burden of her debts, 
becauſe Dr. Price finds it convenient, for his 
preſent purpoſe, to load her ſhoulders with many 
MILLIONS more than ſhe actually owes. 


As the ſtate of the National Debt, which this 
Writer gives in his Pamphlet, may deccive the 
Public, by aſſuming the appearance of fact, it 
may not be improper to expoſe its fallacy. Dr. 
Price, by quoting Helm's Paper, which is calcu- 
lated for the information of the Proprietors of the 
Stocks, endeavours to encreaſe the authority of his 


account. But Helm's Paper has a contrary effect. 
R 2 Helm 
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Helm gives not the debt due from the Public to 


the three great Companies, but the capital ſtock 
on which they divide. The ſums payable on 


their ſtock cannot, therefore, be the intereſt paid 
to them by Government, but is actually the an- 
nual dividend paid by each Company. For in- 
ſtance, Government 1s indebted to the. Eaſt-India 
Company FL. 4, 200, ooo, for which they receive 
3 per cent. intereſt. They pay 6 per cent. on 
their ſtock of C. 3,200,000, and pay 3 per cent. 


on YL. 3,000,000 in annuities created by them- 


ſelves. This alone makes the TRIFTLING differ- 


ence in the Doctor's account of Two MILLIONS 
principal, and J. 1 56, ooo per annum intereſt, It 


would have magnified the Doctor's account ſtill 


more, if he had been pleaſed to add the amount 


of the principal and intereſt of the Company's 
Bonds. 


The Bank alſo receive 3 per cent. on the debt 
due to them from Government, and divide 5 x per 
cent. on their capital. The South-Sea Company, . 
who receive 3 per cent. on the debt due from 
Government, divide 3 3 per cent. on their ſtock. 
Thus Dr. Price, by taking Helm's Paper for his 
guide, either through ignorance or deſign, be- 
lides erroneouſly encreaſing the principal, has 

madg 


Ein, 
made the amount of the intereſt on thoſe articles 
L. 412, 610 per annum more than the truth. 


Had the Doctor conſulted proper authorities, 
(but that was not conſiſtent with the deſigns of 
the Party) he would have found, that the prin- 
cipal of the Debt to thoſe Companies, and the 
capital of the Government Annuities payable by 
them, amount together to J. 122, 963, 254; and 
that the charge to Government for the intereſt 
and allowances for management (which laſt, it is 
evident, Dr. Price never conſidered), amount to 
L. 3,969,204. This ſum, notwithſtanding the 
charge for management, is leſs, by J. 348,666, 
than the Doctor's charge for intereſt oxl x. 


To purſue Dr. Price through the other parts of 
his incorrect ſtate of the Revenue and National 
Debt, where there is a little right and much wrong, 
and to suprosk againſt his supPosITIONS, would 
be to combat a ſhadow. It is, therefore, only ne- 
ceſſary to ſtigmatize the notoriouſly great errors 
in his accounts, wherein he affects to be ex- 
ceedingly well informed, and quotes authorities. 
His account of the Sinking Fund is erroneous 
in every article. At the cloſe of his Obſerva- 
tions on this head, he affirms, that © the Sinking 

Fund 
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Fund was taken laſt year for C. 2,900,000, in- 
* cluding an extraordinary charge of C. 100,000 
< on the aggregate fund. If there has been a de- 
m © ficiency,” he adds, © it is a debt contracted | 
& laſt year, which muſt be added to other debts 
<« ariſing from deficiencies in the proviſions made 
4 for the expences of laſt year.” But it appears from 
the accounts laid before Parliament, that, inſtead 
of that fund being deficient, it produced a ſur- 
plus of J. 17,000. With regard to the preſent 
ſtate of the Sinking Fund, it actually produced 
a ſurplus of J. 106, 629, in the year ended the 
5th of January 1776, more than in the year 
ended the 5th of January 1775 ; notwithſtanding 
C. 100,000 has been applied out of the public 
revenue, in purſuance of an Act of the laſt Seſſion 


of Parliament, for the purchaſe of Somerſet- 
Houſe, for the uſe of the Public, 


In his ſtateof the profit of the Lotteries, Dr. Price 
is miſtaken upwards of J. 420,000. The Doctor 
takes the profit of nine years at C. 150,000 each 
year. But there were only ſix profitable Lot- 
teries, and only three of thoſe produced a profit 
of C. 150,000 each; all the former Lotteries, ex- 
cept thoſe ſix, having been attended with An- 


nuities. 


In 
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In a note which Dr. Price has placed at the 
bottom of page 120 of his Pamphlet, he ſays, 
by a reference to an account of unappropriated 

revenues, amounting to . 4,460, 759: That 
e the. greateſt part of this revenue is borrowed 
of the Bank, and ſpent before it comes into 
the Exchequer. It is, therefore, in reality, 
„ ſo much debt conſtantly due to the Bank, 
for which intereſt is paid.” The real fact is, that 
the Bank, in 1775, lent only on the credit of the 
land-tax and malt duties, which together a- 
mounted to J. 2, 2 50, ooo. Here the difference 
is no more than £.2,210,759, which in Dr. 
Price's idea may, perhaps, be eſteemed an iu- 
MATERIAL error, — The Doctor having thus been 
detected in ſuch glaring errors, with regard to 
matters which he advances as racrs, we may 
ſafely truſt his $Uppos1TIONS to the judgment of 
the impartial Public. 


* 


Since the Publication of the s1xTH Bprrrox, in 
which the xeruTaTION made its firſt appearance, 
Dr. Pxict has acknowledged his errors, and ac- 
commodated his account of the NATIONAL DEBT to 


the corrections ſtated above. He, however, com- 
plains 
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plaints of the aſperity of a Writer, from whom, 
he owns, he derived information. That Writer 
cannot perſuade himſelf that he advanced any 
thing perſonal againſt Dr, Price; though, as a 
friend to Tx1s Country, he could give no quarter 
to the dangerous principles propagated by the 
Doctor, with ſuch vehemence and zeal, in favour 
of America. 


As ſome amends for the alledged ſeverity, Dr. 
Price has full liberty to pay his court to © the 
„great Miniſter who directs our finances,” at the 
expence of the * ability,” and even the © can- + 
« dour” of the Author of the Refutation. If the 
wind begins to change, the Doctor may ſteer his 
courſe into that “ haven of reſt,” and avail him- 
ſelf of the juſt reward of panegyric, without ex- 
citing envy, - or provoking moleſtation. In the 
| | line of information and emolument, the Writer 
| of the Refutation could at no period have ſtood 
1 in his way; for he aſſures the Public, that he has 

| neither been honoured with communications, nor 
67 \ animated with encouragements from the - noble 
Lord, whoſe © ability and candour” have made 
ſuch deep impreſſions on Dr. Price's mind. 


But 
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But though the Writer of the Refutation pre- | 
tends not to derive his authorities from ſuch an 
* exalted ſource,” he preſumes | he is much better 
informed than his Opponent, on the x RA ſtate of 
the national incumbrance. To that ingenuity of 
calculation which pleaſes when it deceives, he 
has hever laid any claim. On a ſubject of ſuch 
importance as. the debt of the nation, he has re- 
ſolred to adhere to racrs ;; and to leave the pro- 
vince of FicT10N to a Party, who ſupport their 
little credit with the nation, with political decep- 
tions and ingenious frauds. The apparent harſh- 
neſs of theſe expreſſions is not meant to apply to 

Dr. Price, whoſe character as a Man, would induce 
one to believe, that, as a Writer, he himſelf is 

deceived by the ſpecious profeſſions of Faction. 


To remove, in ſome meaſure, the deception, 
which, it is to be hoped, was  INNOCENTLY put 
upon the world by the Doctor, was the primary 
object of the firſt part of this Refutation; and, as 
he has availed himſelf of the information, the fol- 
lowing more particular -ſtate 1s recommended to 

hum. for his next Edition: 


8 Reduced 


| 


126 J 


Reduced Annvities, ' | 
Conſolidated 3 per Cent. Annuities, 
34 Per Cent, Annuities, * 


4 Per Cent. Annuities, 
pw Cent. Annuities, Anno 1781, 


uth-Sea Company's Capital, 
Bank of England with their own Right, 
Eaft India Company - 


Annuities mk per L. Civil Lit 


Total Debt from the Public at the 
Bank, South-Sea Houſe, and Eaſt 
India Houſe, 

The Eaſt India Company's Stock and 
Annuitiesexceed Government! Debt: 
to them, 


The Bank Stock on which they divide.) 
906, 800 © © 


being C. 10, 80, ooo deduct ſo much \ 
at the {ame is leſs than Government” * 
Debt to them, 

Principal Debt according to Dr. Price, 

The Bank pay 54 per Cent, on their 
Capital of 70,780, c — * 92,900 

Ditto NeciveftemOerernment. 354,604 

Divide more than they recei ve 

The South-Sea Company divide 34 per 
Cent, on ( 2,652,784 8 6, the 
amount of their Stock, and receive 
only 3 per Cent. Difference there- 
fore of 4 per Cent. is - 

E. India Company divide 6 per Cent. on 
their Stock of 4,200,000 192,000 

And pay : per Cent on 
3, O00, oo in Annuities, 


282, 00 


* Receive from Government, ? 126,000 


as above, . 4 
Pay more than they receive - 


Principal, Intereſt. 
n Ci 5 a. & 
- 18,3535773 16 4 $50,613. 4 3 


. 33,251,696 5 1+ 1,147,550 27 9 


4,500,000 © © | 157,600 0 © 
18,986,360 © o 759-452 © © 
1,919,600 o © - 57,588- 00 


24,065,084 13 1 721,952 10 9 
11,686,800 © © - 354,604 © © 
4, 200, © © 126,000 © © 


| | 121,963,254 15 44 3,875,260 12 9 
1,000,000 © © 3000 o © 


90,000 


26,993,254 1s 44 nen 12 9 


2,000,000 © © 


124,963,284 15 44 


—— — 


"IT 0 9 


23%,296 © 0 


18,313 18 5 


412,609 18 3 
4,317,870 11 3 


5 In 
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| 2 his ſtate of the uneunDED DEBT, the Doctor 
(by chance, perhaps, more than information) is 
nearly right. But he is no leſs than between 


SEVEN and EIGHT MILLIONS. Wrong, in the 


TOTAL of the NATIONAL DEBT, on the 5th 
of January .1775. With regard to the extra- 
neous ſums employed in paying off the National 


Debt, ſince the 5th of January 1763, Dr. Price is 


miſtaken in almoſt every article. His errors, in 
this reſpect, make a difference of more than TREE 


MILLIONS, in the ſum diſcharged by thoſe extra- 


neous funds; and he conſequently under- rates, by 


more than /. 300,000 per annum, the ſurplus of 


the ordinary revenue, for the ſpace of twelve 
years. 


Dr. Price, founding his calculations on falls. 
cious grounds, aſſerts, that only . 238,000 per 
annum, can be ſpared out of the revenue, to- 
wards the diſcharging of the National Incum- 
brance +. The truth is, that the Sinking Fund 
has been ſo much augmented ſince the laſt Peace, 
by the intereſt of the debts paid off, by the an. 


«4 
6— 


— 


+ Poſtſcript, P. 132. 
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nuities for lives fallen in, and by an'inicredfe of 
commerce, and, perhaps, of luxury, that had mot 
the Doctor's American friends diſturbed the pub- 
lic repoſe, a Million might be annually ſpared 
towards the diſcharge of the public debt. 


T hough Dr. Price has EIT proper to 
AMEND his account of the NATIONAL DEBT, with 
the ſtate firſt given in this REFUTATION, he affirms 
that 6c nothing depends on this omiſſion, nor 
66 does it affect the concluſion, with a view to 
6 which he has choſen to ſtate the National 
« Debt +.” The Doctor might 2 as well have ſaid, 
6 I am reſolved that this Country ſhall be RUIN 
« ED by her debt; and thaugh I own myſelf 
* wrong in particular ſums, the general amount 
** muſt ſtill remain the ſame.” This behaviour 
is exactly like that of a tradeſman, who after 
having | been accuſed of overcharging, withdraws 
his account, and reduces the prices complained 
of; but, at the ſame time, lays the deficiency 
on other articles of the ſame account. 


W. 1 


t Price's Pamphlet, P. 112. 


129 J 

Wich regend to the Annuities, the value of which 
the Doctor calculates with ſueh an appearance of 
accuracy, it may be fafely affirmed that he is 
wrong, in almoſt every circumſtance. But as it 
is not incumbent on the Writer of the tay 
tion to give EyERY information to his Opponents, 
he declines, for the preſent, to put the Dotos 
_ right on that head. Hrs calculations, had even 
his facts been juſt, are liable to various objec- 
tions. For inſtance, at the time of the creation of 
the Annuities, Government was obliged to give 
an extraordinary intereſt, on raiſing the public 
ſupplies ; part of which was by a redeemable, and 
the other part an redeemable charge. As no 
money, therefore, was paid ſpecifically for thofe 
Annuities, the public was not incumbered with 
an additional principal. Should that be admitted, 
1 per Cent. on the conſolidated 4 per Cent. An- 
nuities and + per Cent. on thoſe at 3+ per Cent. 
ought alſo to be valyed for the time they are to 
continue at that rate; and their preſent value to 
be added to the Principal of the National Debt, 


Since Dr. Price publiſhed his STaTz of the 
NarioxAL DeBr, he has acquired a noble auxiliary 
in the cauſe of America, in the perſon of the EazL, 
or STAIR. His Lordſhip has aLso printed a very 

| melancholy 
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melancholy ſtate of the public incumbrance. As 
ruin denounced from ſo high a place may, perhaps, 
make ſome impreſſion, it is but juſtice to the 
Nation to affure them, that the whole is a falſe 
alarm. Terrified at the enormity of his o Ac- 
count, the Earl of Stair feels much for a kingdom 
deſtined to inevitable Ruix. To put an end to his 
Lordſhip's fears, as well as to the apprehenſions 
of others, if any apprehenſions have ariſen from 
his Pamphlet, it is neceſſary to inform the Public, 
That the Noble Lord is wrong in every article of 
his State of the National Debt. Men, who affect 
to love their Country, ſnould treat with tenderneſs 
ber very fears; and take care to be certain with 
regard to facts, before they propheſy her ruin. 


Had this certainty been acquired by the EAR, 
of STAR, the world would have been deprived of 
the pathetic ELOQUENCE, with which his Lordſhip 
mourns over the fall of this devoted Kingdom, 
Having culled the choiceſt flowers of our moſt ce- 
lebrated Poets, the noble Writer ſtrews them, with 
profuſion, on the bier of departed pusLIc cREDTr. 
But when one hand is employed in this melan- 
choly office, the other is buſy in weaving a wreath 
for the brow of © the noble Lord who is at the 
5 head 
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« head of the Finance Department.“ Though 
his Lordſhip, like his predeceſſors in office, has 
the misfortune to be the licenſed Plunderer of 
« the State,” he has ſo much © Engliſh candour, 


« Engliſh humour, Engliſh good-nature,” (and I 
perhaps Engliſh places in his diſpoſal) that ® fleſh 


and blood cannot withſtand his allurements.” 
The writers of Oppoſition, * ſtern though 
they are,” are incapable of withholding their 
poor honeſt praiſe;” yet ſome men may be un- 
generous enough to aſcribe their panegyrics on 
their enemies, to their 1 of the hopeleſs 
Rate of their Friends, 
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